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problems. 

South African exports rose in value 
significantly in the first 9 months, but 
gold and foreign exchange holdings 


showed a declining trend, despite a 
stronger export position. Officials attrib- 
uted this development to a higher level 
of imports in 1957, permitted by import 
control relaxations, and to an outflow 
of capital in recent months caused by 
the British bank rate of 7 percent. The 
declining trend in foreign exchange 
holdings, coupled with preliminary offi- 
cial statements on 1958 import control 
policy, led observers to feel that com- 
plete decontrol of imports in 1958—as 
had been the Government’s announced 
intention—was unlikely (see = article 
under the section ‘Foreign Government 
Actions’). 


Internal Trade Steady 


Reports from all parts of the Union 
indicated that retail trading through 
October was quiet, a condition not un- 
usual for that period. Trading levels 
were expected to improve with the ap- 


South African Economic Situation 
Favorable Despite Labor Shortages 


Economic conditions in the Union of South Africa were generally 
favorable in the first 9 months of 1957, satisfactory levels of activity 
being maintained in industry, agriculture, and mining. 

Expansion in productive sectors, however, were increasingly ham- 
pered by manpower shortages, both skilled and unskilled, and by the 
need for augmented supplies of “risk” capital to maintain steady indus- 
trial development. Increasing public attention was focussed on these 





proach of the Christmas season. 

The supply of new cars increased 
and, as waiting lists gradually disap- 
peared, the industry was experiencing 
a changeover from a seller’s to a buy- 
er’s market. The demand for popular 
models of European and British cars 
was strong, but the demand for Ameri- 
can models slackened. 


Prices generally were steady, with 
more bargains available, especially in 
clothing. Increased competition forced 
outfitters to move stocks and make 
their profits on large turnovers rather 
than high markups. Competition in 
men’s clothing, ladies’ footwear, and 
showroom goods was especially keen. 


Domestic Investment Encouraged 


In an effort to encourage South Af- 
ricans to take a bigger share in South 
African industry and as a measure to 
counter the declining rate of capital in- 
vestment, the Johannesburg Stock Ex- 
change was considering extending 

(Continued on page 21) 





Information on all phases of world 
trade—from comprehensive economic 
and business data to details on export 
and import regulations is quickly and 
directly available to businessmen in 
their own localities through the 33 
Field Offices of the U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness ceniers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 821, Post 
Office Bldg. 

Atlanta $, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bidg., 66 
Luckie St., N.W. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, &. C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Tasper Bldg. West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, V yer 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chicago 6, Ui., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 

Cleveland, 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 1, Tex.,.Room 3-104, Merchandise 
Mart, 500 E. Ervay St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 

Greensboro, N. C., Room 407, U. S. Post 
Office Bldg. 


Houston 2, Tex., 624 First National Bank 
Bidg. 





Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bits. 
Kansas City é, Me., Federal Office Bidg. 


Field Offices Give Fast Service 


and abroad, Aided by the current 
information and publications sent to 
them regularly from Washington, 
they are well equipped to serve world 
traders in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department publications 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen, 


Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE First Ave. 

ee 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
g. 


New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 
New York 1, N. ¥., 350 Fifth Ave. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Court- 


ouse. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
ag 19, Va., Room 409, Post Office 


St. Leats 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 

Salt Lake City I, Utah, 222 SW Temple S 

San Franciseo 11, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse. 

Savanuah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 


Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave, 
For local telephone numbers consult 
U. 8. Government section of phone book. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Balance-of-Payments Outlook Favorable 








Netherlands Economy Swings Upward 


Inflationary pressures in the Netherlands which had loomed large 
in the spring and summer months of 1957 slackened im October, owing 
to the Government’s economy program. 

The outlook for balance-of-payments equilibrium in 1958 now seems 
encouraging. Trade results were satisfactory, with a new peak estab- 
lished in exports. Gold and foreign exchange holdings increased. 

The labor market eased slightly, and some relaxation was evident 
in the tight money and capital markets. Despite the Government’s 
economy measures industrial production remained about 4 percent 
above 1956 and orders on the books of industry, particularly in the 
export field, were generally higher than a year ago. 


Housing construction continued at a 
high rate. In a demonstration of re- 
straint, labor agreed not to press de- 
mands for general wage increases, 
despite an 8-percent rise in the cost 
of living since the beginning of the 
year. The volume of consumption on 
a per capita basis remained stable. The 
Government jis determined to prevent 
further price increases, 

Dark spots in the economic picture 
include the worsening relations with 
Indonesia, which will have an adverse 
effect on Netherlands foreign trade and 
investment, as well as the possibility of 
some reduction in economic activity in 
other countries which may effect Neth- 
erlands exports to these areas. 


Trade Balance Improves 


Imports in October rose to 1,302 
million guilders, compared with 1,182 
million in September (1. guilder= 
US$0.26). Exports reached a new month- 
ly peak at 1,126 million guilders (13075 
million guilders in September), and the 
ratio of exports to imports was a satis- 
factory 86 percent. If this trend con- 
tinues the 1957 trade deficit may be 
kept down to 3.8 billion guilders, which 
is somewhat better than earlier esti- 
mates, 

The trade pattern in September fol- 
lowed earlier trends. Western Ger- 
many remained the Netherlands’ most 
important customer and supplier, ac- 
counting for 18 percent of total Dutch 
trade. Belgium- Luxembourg (BLEU) 
ranks second, accounting for 17 per- 
cent of total Dutch trade. The value 
of imports from the BLEU in the third 
quarter was below the 1956 level, thus 
lending some credence to Belgian fears 
of the effect of the Netherlands econ- 
omy programs upon Belgium and other 
neighboring countries’ export trade. 


Trade With U. S. Urbalanced 


Trade with the United States, the 
Netherlands, third most important trad- 
ing partner, remained badly unbalanced 
in the third quarter with a cover ratio 
of 28 percent, as compared with 33 
percent for the like period in 1956. 
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However, the September results were 
more encouraging. Imports from the 
United States decreased by 26 percent 
while exports decreased only 6 percent, 
as compared with September 1956, so 
that the cover ratio rose from 38 per- 
cent in September 1956 to 48 percent. 

Trade with Indonesia declined in the 
year as relations became more strained. 
Although imports were steady, Dutch 
exports through the first 9 months of 





Mississippi Valley 
Conference Set 


The Thirteenth Mississippi Val- 
ley World Trade Conference to be 
held January 26-29, 1958, in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, will be devoted 
to the theme “The Reciprocal 
Trade Program—Key to Expand- 
ing Trade Prosperity.” 

The conference proposes to dis- 
cuss such questions as: The Euro- 
pean common market’s effect on 
Mississippi Valley trade; trade im- 
plications of the St. Lawrence Sea- 
way; American Merchant Marine 
development to speed and increase 
our foreign trade; manufacturing 
abroad; and growing industrializa- 
tion in Latin America. 

Speakers at the conference will 
be: Henry Balgooyen, vice presi- 
dent, American & Foreign Power 
Co.; Solom B. Turman, president, 
Lykes Bros. Steamship Co.; Aldo 
Morante, Commercial Minister of 
Italy to the United States; Albert 
Gore, Senator from Tennessee; 
Hale Boggs, Congressman from 
Louisiana, Chairman, Subcommit- 
tee on Foreign Trade Policy; and 
J. C. Lessard, vice president, St. 
Lawrence Seaway Authority. 

The conference is sponsored by 
the Mississippi Valley World Trade 
Council, International Trade Mart, 
New Orleans 12, Louisiana. 














1957 dropped 18 percent to 209 million 
guilders, and a comparison between Sep- 
tember 1957 and 1956 showed a plunge 
of 55 percent. 

The terms of trade in the first 9 
months deteriorated slightly and aver- 
aged 101, as compared with 103 over 
the like period of 1956 (1953=100). 
The Dutch estimate that a one-point 
drop in the trend of trade from 1 year 
to the next results in a loss of about 
100 million guilders in foreign exchange. 


Industry Generally on Upswing 


Industrial production indexes moved 
upward in September, reaching 126, 
compared with 123 in September 1956 
(1953=100). Average production over 
the first 9 months shows a 4-percent 
increase over the 1956 period, thus 
demonstrating that the Government’s 
economy program has not -exercised a 
depressing effect upon production. 

Increases were posted for the chem- 
ical, paper, gas, and electrical industries, 
but mining, metal, textiles, foods, build- 
ing materials, and leather and rubber 
industries remained stable. At the end 
of the first half of the year industry 
appeared well booked with orders, espe- 
cially from firms in foreign countries. 

Steel production appeared on the 
increase. Production in 1958 is expected 
to reach an annual rate of 1.1 million 
metric tons of steel and 1 million tons 
of pig iron. Refinery capacity is also 
being increased. Standard Oil of New 
Jersey will construct a large new re- 
finery, and Caltex is planning to double 
its capacity in the Netherlands to 100,- 
000 barrels a day by 1960. 

By September, 62,238 housing units 
were completed, as compared with 46,- 
224 in the like period of 1956. More 
than 75,000 units were expected to be 
completed in 1957, which is considerably 
more than the target figure. 


Labor Shows Restraint 


The Dutch labor movement refrained 
from demands for a general wage in- 
crease despite an 8-percent rise in 
living costs since the beginning of 1957. 
However, some bills granting minor 
fringe benefits were introduced and are 
expected to be passed by Parliament. 
' Total unemployed at the end of Octo- 
ber numbered 45,586, almost double the 
number of a year ago. The Government 
anticipates an unemployment level of 
about 74,000 in the first part of 1958 
which, however, still represents less 
than 2 percent of the total labor force. 

In October the quotation of the 
guilder was_one of the strongest of the 
European Payments Union (EPU) cur- 


(Continued on page 24) 























































































































































































































































ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Mexican Agricultural Situation 
Improved by Corn Loan, Rains 


The agricultural situation in Mexico in October was improved by 
the conclusion of negotiations for Mexico’s purchase of 500,000 tons of 
corn from the United States under Public Law 480 and by rainfall in 
many sectors, which improved 1958 crop prospects. 


Otherwise, the economic situation was little changed from that of 


September and, although generally 
by preelection factors. 


The seasonal fall pickup was lower 
this year than usual, and a relative 
slowdown resulted in some drought 
areas from reduced purchasing power, 
and in other areas from temporary ex- 
cessive production capacity in certain 
consumer goods industries. 

Rumors of business being bad con- 
tinued, but lacked concrete evidence ex- 
cept in isolated fields. 

Credit restrictions continued to affect 
business, and many firms maintained 
that they could sell all they could 
manufacture, if they could get money 
to extend credit to purchasers, or al- 
ternatively, if their customers could find 
a way of financing purchases. 


Agricultural Prospects Improve 


Agricultural production conditions im- 
proved in October as heavy rains struck 
the west coast from Guerrero to Sonora 
and continued across the center of the 
country to the Gulf of Mexico. Although 
considerable damage was done to roads, 
housing, fishing boats, tobacco in Naya- 
rit, and tomatoes in Sonora, the bene- 
fits to agriculture generally will more 
than compensate for losses. 


Increased water in reservoirs and 
moisture received by the soil enabled 
many farmers to enlarge their winter 
plantings of wheat, vegetables, and 
other crops. Water levels in reservoirs 
early in November were still only 75 
percent of levels reached in November 
1956; however, the 1958 crop outlook 
in the important irrigation districts was 
optimistic. 


New Coffee Agreement Signed 


Representatives of the major coffee- 
producing countries in the Western 
Hemisphere met in Mexico City October 
14-18 to explore possibilities of bringing 
stability to the coffee market, and 
ended by signing an agreement known 
as the Convenio de Mexico (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Nov. 25, p. 9). 

The procedure for establishing the 10- 
percent reserve required of Mexico 
under this agreement was set forth in 
a circular telegram of the Ministry of 
Finance, published November 7, which 
states that coffee in the grain can be 
exported only when proof is submitted 
that a 10-percent equivalent of the 
quantity to be exported has been de- 
posited with the semiofficial warehouse 


4 


favorable, was strongly influenced 





organization, “Almacenes Nacional de 
Deposito, S. A. 

The mining industry again prepared 
to fight possible increases in U. S. im- 
port duties on lead and zinc. Meanwhile, 
a number of small mining operations 
closed, although lead and zinc produc- 
tion did not drop, because the larger 
companies, anticipating an increase in 
U. S. import duties, delved into their 
higher grade ores to keep production 
and export as high as possible. 


The 495-kilometer oil products line 
from Tampico to Monterrey was offi- 
cially opened on October 30, following 
completion of the 211,700-barrel storage 
and distribution plant in Monterrey. The 
line has a capacity of 50,000 barrels a 
day, but initial transport will be be- 
tween 10,000 and 25,000 barrels. 


Note, Coin Circulation Increase 


Note and coin circulation increased 
slightly, as it did in October 1956. Total 
monetary circulation at the end of Sep- 
tember was about 10% percent above 
that of the like daté in 1956. Circulation 
in the first 9 months of 1957 remained 
between 11.3 and 11.9 billion pesos, as 
compared with 10.3 to 10.8 billion in 
the like months of 1956. 


Credit volume of the Central Bank 
remained stationary at a figure around 
1,100 million pesos, about 10 percent 
below the maximum reached in June- 
August when wheat loans were at their 
highest. Credit volume of the banking 
system continued its slow rise, and 
credit and loans extended by Mexican 
banks other than the Central Bank at 
the end of September were 14 percent 
above those of a year before. 

American enterprises operating in 
Mexico and Mexican enterprises will 
benefit from the availability of 87.5 mil- 
lion pesos for loans to be extended by 
the Export-Import Bank, from proceeds 
of the recent sale of 500,000 tons of 
corn to Mexico by the United States 
under Public Law 480. Apart from these, 
but also out of the proceeds of the 
corn sale, the Mexican Government will 
obtain for investment purposes a long- 
term loan of approximately US$13 
million, 

The Government's 1958 budget, now 
being prepared for Congress, will be 
larger than the current one, and will 
balance at 8 billion pesos or higher, as 
against 7.5 billion budgeted for 1957. 





Finnish Trade Forms 
American Bureau 


The Finnish Foreign Trade As- 
sociation, E, Esplanadi 18, Hel- 
sinki, has informed the Depart- 
ment of Commerce of the estab- 
lishment of an “American Bu- 
reau.” 

The association is a _ central 
organization of about 1,100 Fin- 
nish manufacturers, exporters, im- 
porters, and other commercial 
enterprises. The Bureau is under 
the direction of Antero Partanen, 
who recently completed his studies 
of foreign marketing methods at 
the University of California. 

The association offers its serv- 
ices to American companies wish- 
ing to establish business contacts 
in Finland. 

Further information on _ the 
association and its services will be 
found on page 24 of the Directory 
of Foreign Development Organ- 
izations for Trade Investment, 
copies of which are available for 
30 cents from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D. C., or from any Department of 
Commerce Field Office, 











Actual revenues and expenditures in 
1957 reportedly were running at the 
8-billion peso level. The official an- 
nouncement that tax rates would be 
unchanged and no new sources of reve- 
nue tapped in 1958 was greatly wel- 
comed by the business world. Designa- 
tion of the 1958 presidential candidate 
caused the Mexico City stock market 
to improve. 


Living Costs Rise Further 


Cost of living continued its steady 
rise in October, according to the cost- 
of-living index of the working class in 
Mexico City. The general index was 1.5 
percent above September and reflected 
a total rise of 13.5 percent over the 8- 
month ,period since the February low. 
Much of the rise was owing to higher 
costs of corn, beans, wheat, and other 
food staples, as revealed in the food 
subindex, which followed the same trend 
as the general index with the October 
level 1.8 percent above September. This 
subindex showed a 12.1-percent rise 
above the level of 8 months ago. 

The retail-price index of 36 articles 
issued by the Ministry of Economy also 
reflected a rising trend, although not 
as strongly as that mentioned above 
The Bank of Mexico’s index showing 
retail prices of 16 food. articles reached 
a new high in October, 1.9 percent 
above September and 9.7 percent over 
the last 8 months, 

The Bank of Mexico’s wholesale-price 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Export Orders for 
German Goods Down 


Indications for a gradual slowing 
down in foreign demand for German 
goods have intensified, the German Fed- 
eral Bank has reported, 

The value of incoming export orders 
at West German plants in September 
was only 1 percent above the like month 
of 1956, the Bank said, compared with 
increases in incoming export orders 
over corresponding periods of the pre- 
ceding year—4 percent in July, 5 per- 
cent in August, about 12 percent on a 
monthly average in the second quar- 
ter of 1957, and about 22 percent on 
a monthly average in the period Octo- 
ber 1956-March 1957. 

The relation between incoming orders 
and sales in the West German export 
business has thus continued to deterio- 
rate, the Bank concluded. From Octo- 
ber 1956 to March 1957 incoming for- 
eign orders exeeeded export deliveries 
on a monthly average by 14 percent, 
accordmg to the Bank; in the second 
quarter 1957 and in July 1957 export 
orders were almost equal to deliveries; 
in August and September, incoming ex- 
port orders were about 3 percent and 
5 percent, respectively, below export 
deliveries —U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 




































Mexican Agricultural... 
(Continued from page 4) 


indexes of 210 articles showed a drop 
in October of about 0.8 percent in con- 
sumer goods, and a rise of 1.4 percent 
to a new high in producer goods, with 
the general index holding steady. The 
Ministry of Economy’s general whole- 
sale-price index of 36 articles reached its 
seventh consecutive alltime high and 
followed the same pattern as the Bank’s 
index on both consumer and production 
goods subindexes. The general index 
was 1.6 percent above September, and 
13.7 percent above 8 months ago, These 
indicators provide arguments in favor 
of a substantial rise in minimum wages 
for the next 2 years, a subject still de- 
bated but not yet decided, 
























Imports Up, Exports Down 


Preliminary figures for imports and 
exports in September show a further 
widening of the gap between foreign 
exchange receipts and expenditures on 
merchandise account, with imports in- 
creasing over those of August and ex- 
ports declining. Imports in the first 9 
months of 1957 totaled US$865,951,000, 
as compared with US$788,892,000 in the 
corresponding months of 1956, Exports 
in the same period were valued at 
US$513,868,000, as compared with 

US$670,476,000 in the corresponding 
| Period of last year. The unfavorable 
trade balance, which in the 1956 period 
was US$118,416,000 increased to 
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US$352,083,000 in the 1957 period. 

A recent study shows that of total 
imports of 9,598 million pesos in the 
first 8 months, 22.4 percent represented 
imports of official and semiofficial agen- 
cies and enterprises. Similar govern- 
mental imports in 1956 and 1955 were 
respectively 18.3 and 16 percent of the 
totals. Except for imports of foodstuffs 
by CEIMSA (Government purchaser and 
distributor agency) to fill temporary 
deficits in local production, practically 
all governmental imports were produc- 
tion goods, 


Exchange From Tourism at Peak 


Net foreign exchange receipts from 
tourism reached a peak of US$37,327,000 
in August. A total of US$362,220,000 
was received from tourism and border 
trade in the first 8 months of 1957, 
while expenditures of Mexican tourists 
abroad totaled US$147,036,000, leaving 
a net income to Mexico of US$215,184,- 
000, equivalent to 70 percent of the for- 
eign trade deficit in that period. 


In August 1957 (latest data available) 
Mexico’s short-term international assets 
declined by US$10 million, against a rise 
of US$13.6 million in August 1956. 
This unfavorable situation was the 
result mainly of a deficit in transac- 
tions not ascertained currently. Re- 
cepits for goods and services were 
higher than payments for goods and 
services; the surplus was therefore 
somewhat lower than last year, reach- 
ing US$6.8 million as against US$7.8 
million in August 1956. For the first 8 
months of 1957 a deficit of US$104 mil- 
lion was incurred, against a deficit of 
US$53 million in the like months of 
1956. Since the Bank of Mexico’s ex- 
change reserves on September 1 were 
only US$62 million lower than at the 
beginning of the year, it would seem 
that approximately US$42 million was 
obtained by additional short-term bor- 
rowing abroad by Mexican banks. 

In October the Export-Import Bank 
extended a loan of US$16 million to the 
steel mill, Fundidora de Fierro y Acero 
de Monterrey. Also, a credit of US$10 
million—which the Italian export crecit 
bank, Institute Mobiliare Italiano, ear 
marked for Mexico sometime ago—wili 
reportedly be put to use—U. S. Em- 
basy, Mexico City. 
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Foreign Investment in 
Greece at Slow Pace 


Results of 3% years of operation un- 
der Greece’s 1953 law on foreign invest- 
ments show that only $8.1 million has 
been invested by foreigners in Greece 
under the law although foreign invest- 
ments approved by the Government 
total $32.2 million. 

Foreign investments made in Greece 
since enactment of the law in October 
1953 through June 30, 1957, by type of 
industry, in millions of dollars, are as 
follows (figures in parentheses indicate 
approved investments): Mining, quarry- 
ing, petroleum prospecting, $2.5 ($12.6); 
metalworking, $0.9 ($9); paper, $2.4 
($2.4); chemicals, $0.1 ($2.1); electrical 
appliances, $0.2 ($1.3); foodstuffs and 
tobacco, $0.2 ($0.6); textiles, $0.2 ($0.2); 
tourist hotels, $0.1 ($2.5); air trans- 
port, $1.5 ($1.5). 


Various Factors Influence 
Foreign Capital Investment 


The apparent lack of interest of for- 
eign capital in investment opportunities 
in Greece is not generally attributed to 
any single cause but seems to stem 
from a combination of various factors, 
including, but not limited to, the statu- 
tory limitations on the remittance of 
earnings (12 percent of equity capital 
a year; 10 percent of loan capital); 
some onerous requirements in Greek 
labor and income tax legislation (the 
latter now largely removed); the reser- 
vation of certain areas to governmental 
or quasi-governmental operation (elec- 
trical power, chemical fertilizers, radio 
broadcasting); unwillingness of Greek 
businessmen to offer equity participation 
to foreign investors in existing enter- 
prises; and a widespread feeling that 
some additional progress in economic 
and monetary stability is needed before 
the investment climate in Greece be- 
comes more attractive to foreign in- 
vestors. 

A translation of the Law on Invest- 
ment and Protection of Foreign Capital 
in Greece is available in World Trade 
Information Service, Economic Reports, 
Part 1, No. 55-64, for 10 cents a copy. 
—U. S. Embassy, Athens. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





North Borneo Customs Tariff © 
Undergoes Complete Revision 


The North Borneo customs tariff has undergone a complete re- 


vision. 


Issued as customs duty order, 1957, the new tariff went into ef- 


fect on November 4. 


Changes in import duties apply to goods imported from Common- 
wealth countries under preferential rates, as well as to goods entered 
under full rates from all other sources, including the United States. 


North Borneo tariff items affected by 
duty changes; their new full rates and 
preferential rates if existing and differ- 
ent from the full rate, in Malayan dol- 
lars per unit specified or percent ad 
valorem; and former rates, shown in 
parentheses, are as follows (M$3.03= 
US$1): 


1. Arms and ammunition: (d) Air gun pel- 
lets, per thousand, full rate, M$0.50; prefer- 
ential, M$0.25. (New classification.) 

2. Beverages, nonalcoholic, per imperial gal- 
lon: (b) Fruit and vegetable juices, M$0.20 
(new classification): (c) cordials and concen- 
trated fruit juices, M$0.50 (new classification). 

4. Cigarettes, per thousand pieces: (b) In- 
cluding paper and filter tips, weight exceed- 
ing 2%- pounds but not exceeding 2% pounds, 
M$21.45 (M$16.50); (c) including paper and 
filter tips, weight exceeding 2% pounds but 
not exceeding 3 pounds, $23.40 (M$18.00); 
(d) ineluding paper and filter tips, weight 
exceeding 3 pounds, M$7.80 (M$6). 

5. Cigars, per thousand, M$13 (M$10). 

6. Coffee, per pound: (a) Beans, M$0.20 
(new classification); (b) roasted and ground, 
M3$0.25 (M$0.25 per kahti of 1% pounds). 

8 Domestic and industrial holloware (new 
classification): (a) Cast iron, per pound, 
M30.04; M$O0.027"(b) tinned or galvanized, per 
pound, M$0.08; M$0.04; (c) enameled per 
pound, M$0.12; M$0.06; (d) aluminum, per 
pound, M$0.24; M$0.12; (e) other, 15 percent; 
7% percent. 

11. Electric flash- 


lamps: ‘(a) Torchlight, 


light, and similar bulbs, per bulb, M$0.02 (25 
percent plus M$0.15 per bulb); M$0.01 (10 
percent plus M$0.15 per bulb); (b) other, in- 


cluding fluorescent tubes but excluding bulbs 
for use on vehicles, 25 percent plus M$0.15 


per bulb; 10 percent. 
12. Fireworks, including immediate’wrapper, 
per pound, M$0.30 (30 percent). 


15. Intoxicating liquors (Rates in parenthe- 
ses denote —_ se in force after an earlier in- 
crease this ear, see Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, April 29, 1957, page 8.) 

(a) Rectified spirit and any other intoxi- 
cating liquors not hereinafter provided for, 
per imperial proof gallon, M$48 (M$36). 

(b) Brandy, whisky, rwm, and gin: (i) Not 
hereinafter provided for, per imperial proof 
gallon, M$48 (new classification); (ii) im- 
posted in bottle and accepted by the Proper 

Yficer of Customs as not exceeding 81 per- 
cent of proof spirit, per imperial gallon, 
M$33.60 (new classification). 

(c) Toddy, arrack, sake, pineapple spirit, 
and samsu, including medicated samsu: (ii) 
Imported in bottle and accepted by the 
Proper Officer of Customs as not exceeding 
$1 percent of proof spirit, per imperial gal- 
lon. M$16.80 (new classification). 

(d) Bitters and liqueurs not exceeding 100 
ercent of proof spirit, per imperial gallon, 

$48 (M$36). 

(e) Sparkling wines not ne | 42 per- 
cent of proof spirit, per imperi gallon, 
M$28.80 (M$21.60). 

(f) Still wines exceeding 26 but not 42 per- 
cent proof spirit, per imperial gallon, M$12.80 
(M$9.60). 

(g) Still wines not exc eeding 26 percent of 


proof Sener, per imperial gallon, M$6.40 
(M$4. 8 

i. Jewelry and gems, real and imitation, 
15 percent; 742 percent. (New classification.) 


17. ware Btng, : 


(ec) Sewing machines, domestic, per piece: 





(i) Hand, M$20 (15 percent); M$10 (714 per- 


cent); (ii) treadle, M$30 (15 percent); M$15 
(742 percent). 

(q) Outboat engines, 12% percent; 5 per- 
cent. (New classification.) 

20. Methylated spirit, per imperial gallon, 
M$0.20. (New classification.) 

23. Paints: (a) Distempers, per pound, 


M$0.05. (New classification.) 

27. Playing cards, including Chinese domi- 
noes, per pack or set, M$0.50 (5 percent), 

28. Provisions: 

(a) Milk and cream, condensed, dried, 
powdered or in any other way preserved, per 
pound, M$0.03 (M$0.031): M$0.01 (M$0.011). 

(c) Confectionery: (i) Chocolate, per pound, 
M$0.20 (10 percent): M$0.10 (5 percent); (ii) 
sugar, including sweet biscuits, per pound, 
M$0.10 (10 percent); M$0.05 (5 percent); (iii) 
other, 10 percent (5 percent); 5 percent (5 
percent). 

(d) Sauces, per pound: (i) 
M$0.10 (new classification) : 
pickles, chutneys, 
classification). 

29. Rubber tires and tubes: (a) Cycle tires, 
per piece, M$0.90 (30 percent); M$0.30 (10 
percent); (b) cycle tubes, per piece, M$0.45 
(30 percent); M$0.15 (10 percent): (c) other, 
including flaps, per pound, M$0.75 (30 per- 
cent); M$0.25 (10 percent). 

Note.—Tires and tubes of a size not less 
than 10x20 to be used exclusively in the tim- 
ber industry can be imported duty free. 


Oyster sauce, 
(ii) other sauces, 
and vinegar, M$0.03 (new 


30. Saccharine, per pound, M$6. (New classi- 
fication. ) 

31. Soap (20 percent or M$2 per pikul of 
133%, pounds, whichever yields the greater 
revenue): (a) For toilet purposes, per pound, 
M$0.25; (c) synthetic, per pound, M$0.20; (d) 


other, M$0.10. 

35. Textiles and apparel: 

(a) Piece goods (15 tatog with a mini- 
mum of M$0. 02 per yard; 7% percent with a 
minimum of M$0.02 per yard), per square 


yard (Subclassifications new): 

(i) Suitings: (aa) Made of wool or wool 
substitutes and mixtures thereof, M$0.60; 
M$0.30. (bb) other, M$0.40; M$0.20. 

(ii) Drill, M$0.16: M$0.08. 

(iii) Cotton sheetings: (aa) Bleached or 
dyed in the piece, M$0.08; M$0.04; (bb) un- 


bleached, M$0.06; M$0.03 


(iv) Other: (aa) Printed, M$0.12; M$0.06; 
(bb) bleached or dyed in the piece, M$0.10; 
M$0.05. 

(b) Jumpers, cardigans, sweaters, pull- 
overs, jerseys, and similar garments, per 
piece, M$0.40; M$0.20 (15 percent; 74% pers 
cent). 

(c) Shirts and blouses (15 percent; 714 per- 


cent), per piece (Subclassifications New) : 
(i) Made of woven cloth, M$0.30; M$0.15; 
(ii) other, M$0.12; M$0.06. 


(d) Underwear and nightwear, including 


vests, singlets, pants, pajamas, and similar 
garments, per piece, M$0.12; M$0.06 (15 per- 
cent; 7% percent). 


(e) Socks and nine (15 percent; 7% 
percent); per pair (Subclassications New): 
(i) Stockings made of nylon, silk, and arti- 
ficial silk, including mixtures of the same, 
M$0.50; M$0.25; (ii) socks made of wool or 
nylon, including mixtures of the same, 
M$0.16: M$0.08; (iii) other, M$0.06 ; M$0.03. 
(f) Hats and caps (15 percent; 7% percent), 
per piece (Subclassifications New 
(i) Made of felt, ‘M$0.32; M$0.16; 
M$0.16; M$0.1 
(g) Footwear (15 percent with a minimum 
(Continued on page 8) 
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Agreement Reached on 
Austria Debt Payment 


An. agreement for final settlement 
of Austria’s share of the former Austro- 
Hungarian Monarchy’s debts was _ini- 
tialed in Paris on October 24 by an 
Austrian delegation and representatives 


of the Caisse Commune des Porteurs 
Etrangers desDettes Publiques Austri- 
chiennes et Hongroises. 

Caisse Commune was established afte: 
World War I by foreign holders of the 
debts to protect their interests. The ob- 
ligation to pay the principal and inter- 
est on the debts was transferred to suc- 
cessor countries of the former Monarc)): 
—Austria, Poland, Rumania, Czechos|o- 
vakia, and Yugoslavia—but only Aust) ia 
has accepted the obligations. 

In 1952 a conference of representa- 
tives of Austria and the holders o! 
pre-1938 Austrian debts fixed the debi 
to Caisse Commune at $26,930,0( 
When the value of the securities held 
by Caisse Commune fell on the interna- 
tional market Austria purchased them 
at a favorable rate in the face valu 
amount of $14,336,000. 

At the October conference in Paris 
it was agreed that the securities pur- 
chased by Austria should be utilized i: 
partial payment of the Austrian debt 
to Caisse Commune. The remaining debt 
of $12,594,000 plus interest of $719.00 
will be settled by payment of $6 millio: 
over the 5 years beginning Januar) 
1958. No interest will be paid on this 
amount, and the remainder of the debt 
$7,313,000, will be canceled. 

The status of Austria’s prewar 
eign loans -was reported in Fors 
Commerce Weekly, February 1, 1954 
page 4. 


Mexican Import Duties Up 
On Chemical Wood Pulp 


Mexican import duties have be: 
raised, effective November 20, on 
chemical wood pulp except bleached s 
fite pulp for the manufacture of arti! 
cial fibers. 

With this one exception the chemi: 
wood pulp tariff schedule has been 1 
vised to replace existing classifications 
with new classifications. 

The new classifications and their pres- 
ent rates of duty, in pesos per gross 
kilogram and percent ad valorem, with 
former rates, shown in parentheses, are 
as follows: 


241.00.03. Cellulose pulp, crude, bleached. cr 
in undyed sheets, perforated at least ever) 
15 centimeters, which can be proved to t!: 
Customs Bureau not to have been produced 
or cannot be substituted for that produced 
in the country: 0.20 and 10 percent (0.01 pes 
and 5 percent). 

241.00.04. Cellulose pulp, crude, bleached 
or in undyed sheets, perforated at least eve: 


15 centimeters, not meeting the conditions 0! 


classification No. 241.00.03; 0.40 peso and 2 
percent (0.01 peso and § percent). 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Foreign Transactions 
Eased in W. Germany 


The Federal Republic of Germany 
continues to ease its restrictions on for- 
eign transactions. 


Revision of foreign exchange regula- 
tions governing assets in Germany in- 
herited by foreign residents has been 
announcéd by the Federal Bank. The 
Bank has issued a general license per- 
mitting transfer, in any amotint and to 
any .country, of all assets due, fully or 
in part, to foreign residents through 
direct inheritance. Domestic bank ac- 
counts inherited exclusively by foreign- 
ers will be transferred in general to 
libenalized capital mafk accounts (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 4, 1954, 
p. 13). Domestic bank accounts inher- 
ited jointly by foreign and German res- 
idents will be subject to special regu- 
lation. 

The Bank’s announcement also cov- 
ers administrative and technical aspects 
of transfer of assets in Germany in- 
herited by foreign residents. 


Another step toward easing foreign 
transactions was taken by the Federal 
Bank on October 30 when it authorized 
commercial banks to grant credits in 
German marks and foreign currency to 
nonresidents for unlimited periods. For- 
merly credit could be granted for no 
longer than 180 days. 

At the same time the Bank withdrew 
an administrative order forbidding de- 
posit of money at interest with banks 
abroad for periods exceeding 180 days. 

In addition, the Federal Bank has 
made some changes in its regulations 
governing’ real estate transactions 
abroad by German residents. 

A general license authorizes German 
residents to buy and sell real estate 
abroad. All payments, however, must 
be effected in accordance with general 
regulations for foreign exchange trans- 
actions by German residents, and pay- 
ments in hard currency to a country 
outside the dollar area remain subject 
to special license, 

The new announcement also covers 
rent and lease contracts, as well as 
hunting and fishing rights abroad. 





World cotton exports in 1957-58 aye 
expected to decline about 1.2 million 
bales from the 1956-57 exports of 15.9 
million bales (500 pounds gross weight), 
the largest in 30 years, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

Principal reasons for the decline in- 
clude: Larger stocks of cotton and 
cotton products in foreign importing 
countries on August 1, 1957, and tight- 
ening of available supplies of dollar 
exchange in some important cotton im- 
porting countries, especially France, 
Japan, United Kingdom, and Spain. 





December 30, 1957 


Saar Seeks Earlier Integration 


The Saar Government has called for a shortening of the transi- 
tion period leading to the Saarland’s economic integration with the 
Federal Republic of Germany, according to the foreign press. 

Under the current agreement integration is called for before 
December 31, 1959, and until that time the Saar Territory will remain 


in a customs and monetary union with 
France (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
January 7, 1958, p. 7). 

The Saar Government has submitted 
to Bonn a long memorandum on prob- 
lems related to economic integration 
with the Federal Republic and mainte- 
nance of trade relations with France 
after integration. Of the points raised 
the most important are that negotia- 
tions should be held as soon as possible 
between the Federal Republic and 
France on integration of the Saar Ter- 
ritory with the German currency area, 
and that the German Government should 
give assurances that it will offset any 
losses of private savers that might oc- 
cur as .a result of conversion from 
French currency to German currency 
because of the decline in the purchas- 
ing power of the French franc between 
the present time and day of conversion. 

The memorandum was drawn up 
after consultations with 16 important 
organizations within the Saar Territory. 
During the discussions only two or- 
ganizations were said to object to short- 
ening of the transition period—the As- 
sociation of Saar Industrialists and As- 
sociation of Insurance Companies. 


Organizations supporting the recom- 
mendation for a shorter transition pe- 
riod are reported to be the Saar Retail- 
ers Association, Farmers Association, 
the management of Federal Railways, 
the Transport Association, Chamber of 
Handicraft, Trade Union Federation, 
and Union of White Collar Workers. 
Other groups did not take a stand on 
the issue. 


Opening of negotiations between 
France and the Federal Republic on 
termination of the transition period has 
been the subject of rumor and denial, 
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but no official announcement hag been 
made. 


According to the foreign press, the 
Saar Government has also submitted a 
plan to the German Government calling 
for actions to overcome economic prob- 
lems in the Territory as a result of 
French import and foreign exchange re- 
strictions. Under this plan a_ special 
fund of 200 million German marks 
would be established by the Federal 
Government to finance additional im- 
ports of German goods into the Saar 
Territory. The goods would be paid for 
by the equivalent in French francs and 
the two funds would be settled by the 
Governments of the Federal Republic 
and the Saar Territory after integra- 
tion. The plan has the advantage of re- 
lieving France of the extra burden on 
its balance of payments, and it also 
would save costs on transfer of funds. 





Netherlands Sales 
Tax Raise Proposed 


The Netherlands Government has sub- 
mitted to the Parliament a bill that 
would increase sales taxes on specific 
items, 


Hardest hit will be passenger cars, 
motor bicycles, automobile tires, tele- 
vision receiving sets, and cigarettes. 

The sales tax on cigarettes, which ap- 
plies also to imports, would be raised 
from 5 percent to 8 percent of the retail 
price. Inasmuch as the retail price in- 
cludes an excise tax of 62 percent, based 
on the retail price, the sales tax in- 
crease might raise retail prices of ciga- 
rettes by 10 percent, according to 
Netherlands newspapers, 

Passenger cars, motor bicycles, and 
automobile tires will be subject to a 
sales tax of 20 percent instead of the 
present 15 percent. As imports of such 
items are subject to a tax which is 3 
percentage points higher than the tax 
on like domestic products, imports would 
be subject to a 23 percent rate in addi- 
tion to a duty of 24 percent. 

Television receiving sets would be 
subject to a domestic sales tax of 18 
percent, as compared with the present 
10 percent. The rate of the import tax 
would be the same. 

These increases in sales taxes, to- 
gether with increases in other taxes, 
are in tended to apply for a limited 
time only to counteract inflationary 
pressures now threatening the Nether- 
lands economy. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





New CubanTariff Nears Completion 


The general provisions, tariff nomenclature, and general rates of 
the new Cuban tariff will go into effect on January 1 or on some date 
soon thereafter, the Cuban Government has announced. 

For countries with which Cuba has trade agreements, including the 
United States, the present rates of duty on items covered by the agree- 
ments will remain in effect until such time as negotiations have been 
concluded on items on which adjustments are desired. The Cuban Gov- 
ernment expects such negotiations to be completed before June 30, 1958. 


In accordance with a waiver granted 
by the Contracting Parties to the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) on November 30, 1957, the 
Cuban Government is authorized to 
establish at its option quota restrictions 
on imports of items included in its 
GATT schedule of concessions. Such im- 
port quotas will be permitted in the 
period in 1958 ending 30 days after con- 
clusion of renegotiations of Cuba’s 
GATT schedule. 

Such import quotas will be permitted 
only en condition that— 

@ Imports are not restricted to quan- 
tities below the highest monthly level 
of imports in the corresponding months 
of 1955, 1956, or 1957, taking into ac- 
count the normal increase in national 
consumption and the desirability of not 
delaying entry of goods en route. 

@ Practical evidence be shown that 
the level of imports of the products con- 
cerned are excessive. 

@ Import quotas will not be allocated 
by countries. 

Approximately 95 percent of U. S. ex- 
ports to Cuba are dutiable under tariff 
items bound against increase in the 
Cuban schedule of the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade. Duty rates 
on imports of these items from the 





Trade Parcels to Nigeria 
Must Bear Invoices 


The Nigerian Post Office now 
requires that commercial invoices 
be attached to the outside of all 
commercial parcel-post packages 
sent from abroad whether by sea 
or air. 

Gift parcels and noncommercial 
shipments are not affected by the 
new: regulation. 

The action was adopted by 
Nigerian postal authorities in an 
effort to expedite customs clear- 
ance and delivery in the country. 
—U. S. Consulate General, Lagos. 

The U. S. Post Office Depart- 
ment recommends that to avoid 
loss or mutilation the invcice be 
placed in an envelope attached to 
the outside of the package. Parcels 
will be acceptable, however, if the 
invoice is not enclosed in an 
envelope. 











United States will not be affected, at 
least until renegotiations have been 
completed. 


As is customary, the United States 
will publicly announce plans for rene- 
gotiation of the Cuban schedule to per- 
mit interested parties to present their 
views orally or in writing to the Com- 
mittee for Reciprocity Information prior 
to initiation of the negotiations. 


North Borneo . . . 


(Continued from page 6) 


of M$0.40 per pair; 744 percent with a mini- 
mum of M$0.40 per pair), per pair: (i) Slip- 
pers and sandals, M$0.40; M$0.20; (ii) boots 
and shoes with rubber soles and canvas up- 
ers, M$0.24; M$0.12; (iii) wooden clogs, 
$0.04; M$0.02; (iv) other, M$1; M$0.50. 

(h) Blankets (15 ooo | 7% percent), * = 
piece: (i) Wool and wool blends, M$2; M$1; 
(ii) other, M$0.30; 

(i) Trousers, not posi anal wool or wool 
substitutes (15 percent; 7% ercent), per 
pair: (i) Long, M$0.80; M$0.40; (ii) other, 
M$0.40; M$0.20. 

36. Time pieces (new classification): 

(a) Clocks, per unit: (i) Wall and mantle, 
M$2; M$1.50; (ii) other, M$0.60; M$0.45. 

(b) Watches, per unit, M$4; M$3. 

(c) Spare parts, 10 percent; 7% percent. 

37. Tobacco: 

(b) Manufactured, excluding cigars and 
cigarettes: (ii) Other than imported in con- 
tainers for retail sale to the public, per 
pound, M$4 (M$3). 

(Earlier this year import duties were 
raised on other tobacco products, see Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Apr. 29, 1957, p. 8. 

38. Umbrellas, per piece (new classifica- 
tion): (a) Paper covered, M$0.10; (b) other, 
M$0.60. 

39. Vehicles, rts, and accessories: 

(a) Motorcycles, 30 percent with a mini- 
mum of M$180 per unit (30 en with a 
minimum of M$45 per unit): 10 percent with 
a minimum of M$60 per unit (10 percent with 
a minimum of M$15 per unit). 

(b) Other motor vehicles, 30 percent with 
a minimum of MS$450 per unit (30 percent 
with a minimum of M$150 per unit); 10 per- 
cent with a minimum of $150 per unit (10 
percent with a minimum of M$50 per unit). 

(d) Bicycles, 20 percent with a minimum of 
M$20 per unit (10 perceat with a minimum of 
M$4.50 per unit); 174% percent with a mini- 
mum of M$17.50 per unit (7% percent with 
a minimum of M$4.50 per unit). 

(e) Parts and accessories for bicycles, ex- 
cluding tires and tubes: 

(i) Frames, complete, 20 percent with a 
minimum of M$10 per piece (10 percent with 
a minimum of M$3 per piece); 17% percent 
with a minimum of M$8.75 per piece (74 per- 
cent with a minimum of M$3 per piece). 

(ii) Saddles, 20 percent with a minimum of 
M$1.20 per piece (10 percent with a minimum 
of M$0.30 per piece); 17% percent with a 
minimum of M$0.90 per piece (7% percent 
with a minimum of M$0.30 per piece). 

(iii) Handle bars, 20 percent with a mini- 








mum of M$0.80 per piece (10 percent with a 
minimum of M$0.30 per piece); 174% percent 
with a minimum of M$0.70 per piece (7'2 per- 


cent with a minimum of M$9.30 per piece). 
(iv) Rims and chains, 20 percent with a 
minimum ot M$0.60 per piece (10 percent with 
a minimum of M$0.30 per_piece); 17% percent 
with a minimum of M$0.525 r piece (7% 
percent with a minimum of M$0.30 per piece). 


Norway Liberalizes 
Import of U. S. Fruit 


Norway now permits fresh apples, 
pears, peaches, and plums to be im- 
ported freely from the United States 


at specified times the Norwegian 
Ministry of Commerce has announced. 
The time schedule for liberalized im- 


portation of the fruit is as follows: 
Pears, December 11, 1957-July 31, 1958: 
apples, January 15-July 31, 1958; peaches 
and plums, January 15-June 30, 1958. 
The Norwegian fruit trade estimates 
that the market can not absorb much 
more than 30,000 boxes of U. S. pears 
and about 150,080 boxes of apples. 


Norwegian importers have already 
bought pears at the Hamburg and 
Rotterdam fruit auctions at prices vary- 
ing from $6.70 to $6.90 a box. Reports 
from the auctions indicate that the 
price of pears is moving upwards, which 
will probably limit sales. 

Although U. S. apples will have little 
or no competition in Norway im- 
mediately after January 15, after the 
first half of March, when both Aus- 
tralian and Argentine apples begin ar- 
riving, competition will be keen. 

Apple imports into Norway from al! 
sources in the first half of 1958 are 
expected to total 500,000 boxes, but 
because of quotas already set in bilat- 
eral trade agreements, maximum sales 
of American apples are not expected to 
exceed 150,000 boxes. Whether this 
amount can be sold will depend on the 
landed price of the apples.—U. S. 
Embassy, Oslo. 





(v) Spokes, 20 percent with a minimum of 
M$0.60 per gross; 17%4 percent with a mir 
mum of M$0.525 per gross. (New classifica- 
tion.) 


(vi) Pumps, 20 percent with a minimum of 
M$0.20 por piece (10 percent with a minimum 
of M$0.30 per piece): 17% percent with a min 
imum of M$0.175 (7% percent with a mini- 
mum of M$0.30 per dozen). 

(vii) Other, 20 percent; 17% percent. (New 
classification.) 

Goods now exempted from import 
duty, their old tariff item numbers, 
shown in parentheses; and their former 
duty rates are as follows: 

(3) Coal or coke, M$0.50 per long ton. 

(22) Rice, M$0.20 per 220-pound bag 

(23) Salt, M$0.05 per pikul of 133Y¥, pound 
2 “ + 

Export duties on a number of North 
Borneo’s preducts have been abolished 
or reduced to make them more competi- 
tive on world markets. Pepper, sag: 
and charcoal are exempted from export 
duties without time limitation, and th 
export duty rate for cultured pearls }s 
reduced ‘from 15 percent to 10 perc: 
ad valorem, 


Earlier this year cocoa bean exported 


before January 28, 1957, were exempted 
from duty (Foreign Commerce Week|) 
Jan. 28, 1957, p. 7). 


Foreign Commerce Week!) 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





ar 


India Cautions on 
Marking of Samples 


The attention of American firms is 
called to the requirement that bona fide 
samples, except of vegetah!e seeds, 
packed for shipment to India should 
have indicated on each package de- 
scription of goods; quantity and value 
of contents of package; and whether 
the samples are to be paid for or sup- 
plied free of charge. 

Full details of shipment of samples 
are provided in two Department> of 
Commerce World Trade Information 
Service bulletins, “Preparing Shipments 
to India,” part 2, No. 56-73, August 
1956, and “Marking and Labeling Re- 
quirements of India,” part 2, No. 55-115, 
November 1955. These publications are 
on sale at all Department Field Offices 
and by the Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C., for 10 cents each. 


Numernus delays in clearance of 
trade samples entering India have oc- 
curred because of insufficient documen- 
tation or marking of goods, Indian cus- 
toms Officials report. 





India To Refund Exporters 
Import Duty on Raw Material 


Indian exporters of certain goods 
made from imported raw materials are 
now allowed full rebate of import duty 
paid on such material, the Government 
of India announced on November 24. 

This new policy applies to about 22 
export commodities, including plastic 
goods, synthetie fabrics, glassware, jute 
manufactures, ivory products, radio re- 
ceivers, dry batteries and hydraulic 
brake fluid. 

A step toward encouraging the In- 
dian export trade, this regulation re- 
places an earlier one permitting a re- 
bate of seven-eights of the duty on raw 


materials reexported as finished prod- 


ucts, 


v 


Pivaisss Establishes New Tariff, 
Duties Raised on Numerous Items 


A new Panamanian tariff was signed by the President of Panama 

on September 23 and wiil go into effect on January 1. 
‘ The new tariff, issued as decree law No. 25, published in the Of- 
ficial Gazette of October 21 provides numerous changes in classifica- 
tions and duty rates of import commodities—the first major change in 


rate structure since 1934. 


One of the principal objectives of the 
new tariff is to foster economic develop- 
ment and through protective rates pro- 
mote production and consumption of 
products produced locally. Duty rates 
are higher for imported products com- 
peting with those produced by local 
industries. 

Luxury items and other nonessential 
goods likewise are subject.to high rates, 
but tourist items and goods needed for 
the establishment and operation of do- 
mestic: industries, including agricultural 
activities, are generally lower, and some 
items are duty free. 


Classifications Based 
On Uniform Nomenclature 


The new classification of import com- 
modities is based on the uniform import 
classification for international trade pre- 
pared by the Inter-American Statistical 
Institute for use by the United Nations, 
and incorporates recommendations made 
by the Economic Commission for Latin 
America and already adopted for Central 
America’s uniforrn tariff nomenclature. 
The rules of classification are consider- 
ably improved over those of the present 
Panamanian tariff, particularly in that 
they facilitate proper identification of 
items. 

One of the most important changes in 
the tariff is the elimination of consular 
duties, currently levied at the rate of 
5 percent ad valorem on items subject 
to import duties and at 8 percent on 
nondutiable items. 

Most products are subject to ad valo- 
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rem rates and a relatively smaller num- 
ber to specific rates. Ad valorem rates 


are levied on f.o.b. value of imported 
merchandise, defined as the value of 
such merchandise placed on board a 
carrier at port of shipment. Dutiable 
value does not include cost of prepara- 
tion and handling of shipping documents. 


Duties are raised on many cummodi- 
ties, including rice, corn, flour, alcoholic 
beverages, most tobacco products, wood 
products, and printed material except 
books and magazines. They are also 
raised on higher priced automobiles and 
on radio and television sets. 


Duties are lowered on other items, 
including wheat, cotton, fertilizers, most 
chemical products, many pharmaceutical 
products, paper and newsprint, indus- 
trial machinery, agricultural machinery, 
and trucks. 


New tariff classifications and rates 
of duty for some of the more important 
items, in dollars per gross kilogram or 
percent ad valorem unless otherwise 
stated; and present rates, including 
consular duty rates, shown in paren- 
theses, are as follows: 

042-01-00. Rice, not hulled: $0.10 ($0.04 plus 
5 percent). 

044-01-00. Corn: $0.10 ($0.03 plus 5 percent), 

041-01-00. Wheat: $5.00 per 1,000 gross kilo- 
grams ($0.015 plus 5 percent). 

046-01-02. Wheat flour, plain: $0.03 ($0.01 
plus 5 percent). 

046-01-01. Wheat flour, enriched: $0.015 ($0.01 
plus 5 percent). 

263-03-00. Ginned cotton: $0.01 ($0.03 plus 5 
percent). 

122-02-00. Cigarettes: From Jan. 1, 1958, to 
Sept. 30, 1958, $4.00; from Oct. 1, 1958, to 
Sept. 30, 1959, $4.56; October 1, 1959, and 
thereafter $5.00. 

(The duty on ge is now 1.65 per 
eee ae plus 5 percent. “‘Legal kilo- 

includes weight of containers in which 
oye merchandise is sold but not external 
packing.) 

561. Manufactured fertilizers: 
cent). 

641-01-00. Newsprint: 
kilograms (8 percent). 

732-01. Passenger automobiles, f. 0. b. value: 
Up to $1,500 20 percent (20 percent); $1,501 
to $2,200, 22% percent (20 percent); $2,201 to 
$2,500, 25 percent (20 percent); $2,501 to $3,000, 
30 percent (20 percent): $3,001 to $3,500, 35 
percent (20 percent); $3,501 and above, 40 per- 
cent (20 percent). 

711-06-01. Automobile engines: 5 percent (20 
percent). 


732-08-02. Trucks: 15 percent (20 percent). 
—U.S. Embassy, Panama. 


Inquiries on the new tariff may be 
addressed to the American Republics 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


Free (8 per- 


$7.50 per 1,000 gross 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Developer, Tools, Machines, Other 
Materials Wanted by Governments 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 
available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


‘Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 


Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Greece 

Developer, 1,550 tins; fixing salt, 
1,600 tins; bids invited until January 9 
by the Institute of Social Insurance, 
(IKA), 19 Ippokratuos Street, Athens.* 


India 

Chemical feed equipment with acces- 
sories, specification PE-Spec 35; bid 
deadline January 23, 

Plant, service and instrument air 
compressor with drive accessories, spe- 
cification PE-spec-36; bid deadline Jan- 
vary 24. 

Bids invited by the Controller of Pur- 
chase and Stores, Damodar Valley Cor- 
poration, (Purchase Department), An- 
derson House, Alipore, Calcutta 27. 

Specifications may be obtained from 
the India Supply Mission, 2336 Massa- 


chusetts Avenue,~ NW., Washington, 
D. C. on payment of $1.50 a set.* 


Iran 


Tools and spare parts; bids invited 
until January 25 by the Department of 
the Army, Tehran. 

Specifications and conditions may be 
obtained from the Embassy of Iran, 
3005 Massachusetts Avenue, NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


Iraq 

Line composing machines, 3; telet 
scopic alidade, 1; bids invited until 
January 15 by the President, Central 
Foreign Purchase Committee, Ministry 
of Finance.* 


New Zealand 


Transformer bank and spare unit, 
100,000 v.a. 220/66/11 kv.; bids invited 
until 4 p.m. April 1, by the Secretary, 
Tenders Committee, State Hydro-elec- 
tric Department, Wellington. A _ tele- 
graphic tender, address, tender No. 333, 
Waterpower, Wellington, will be ad- 
mitted for consideration provided tele- 
gram states total price and is handed 
into telegraph office before bid dead- 
line. In this case a formal tender is to 
be lodged as soon as possible. 

Tender documents, plans, and specifi- 
cations are available on loan from the 
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New Zealand Government Trade Com- 
missioner, 1145 19th Street, NW., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C.* 


South Africa 

Supply, delivery, erection of steam 
turbo-generating set, 11,000 volts, 24,- 
000-30,000 ky. with condensing plant 
and all apparatus; bids invited until 


January 16 by Port Elizabeth Munici- 
pality, Port Elizabeth. 


Tender documents including specifi- 
cations may be obtained from that au- 
thority on payment of $2.80 a set. 


NATO Storage W ork 


Planned in Greece 


A project in Greece has been opened 
to U. S. bidders under the international 
competitive bidding procedure of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
has reported. 


The project calls for the construction 
of mechanical and electrical installa- 
tions of POL storage facilities at Sal- 
amis, Leros, and Crete. 


The “technical bid’? must be submit- 
ted by February 1 and the “cost bid” 
by March 1 to the Office of the General 
Naval Staff, Naval Public Works De- 
partment, 2 Paparrigopoulou Street, 
Athens. Bids may be submitted direct 
or through authorized representatives in 
Greece. 

Contract documents are available for 
review at the Ministry of National De- 
fense, General Naval Staff, Section of 
Common Infrastructure Works, Division 
of Public Works, 2 Paparrigopoulou 
Street, Athens, or may be obtained 
from that authority on payment of a 
fixed charge. A copy of the call for bids 
for this project is available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
a, D. C. 

U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to BFC’s 
Trade Development Division, as de- 
scribed in the brochure on the NATO 
international competitive bidding pro- 
gram, available from that Division, 





Many Projects Covered 
In Iraq's 5-Year Plan 


The Ministry of Development is mak- 
ing surveys and preparing construction 
plans for many important projects 
covered by Iraq’s $1.4-billion 5-year 
program for the years 1955-60. Funds 
for the program are provided under the 
Development Board and Ministry of 
Development Law of 1953 which speci- 
fies, among other things, that 70 per- 
cent of the Government’s share of oil 
revenues shall be used to cover the cost 
of projects approved by the Develop- 
ment Board. 


The 5-year program is administered, 
supervised, and engineered by the Min- 
istry of Development. Five technical 
sections have been established to assist 
the Ministry of Development. Each 
section is entrusted with the task of 
implementing projects under its jurisdic- 
tion. Following is a list df these tech- 
nical sections and their scope of inter- 
est: 


First: Irrigation, flood control, arte- 
sian wells, and drainage. 


Second: Roads, bridges, and buildings. 

Third: Industry, mining, and elec- 
tricity. 

Fourth: Agriculture and forests. 

Fifth: Housing. . 

The_$1.4 billion allocated for projects 
covered by the 5-year program has been 
budgeted as follows: 

Administration and studies, $20,500,- 
000; irrigation and flood control, $430,- 
512,880; roads, $178,320,800; bridges, 
$64,092,000; airports, $24,784,340; rail- 
ways, $60,832,398; seaports, $11,200,000; 
public health, $27,930,000; educational 
institutions, $17,679,200; public build- 
ings, $224,770,000; summer resorts and 
rest houses, $7,224,000; housing, $67,- 
438,000; industry, mining, power, $187,- 
933,808; development of animal and 
plant resources and artesian wells, $40,- 
003,090; miscellaneous projects, $27,720,- 
000, 

Some of the projects of the 5-year 
program have been completed and 
others are under construction, How- 
ever, a majority of the major projects 
are still in the planning stage and these 
when ready will be opened to U. S. 
bidders under the competitive bidding 
policy followed by the Ministry of De- 
velopment. 





Austria’s import goal for wheat in 
the current (1957-58) marketing sea- 


son tentatively calls for 200,000 metrig, § 


tons of hard wheat and 50,000 tons of 
soft wheat, or a total of 250,000 tons, 
according to the Foreign Agricultura! 
Service. 

Imports in 1956-57 totaled 205,000 
tons, of which 97,400 tons were from 
the United States, 
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Panama Canal Building 
To Be Modernized 


The first change of any extensive 
nature to be made in the Canal’s 
Administrative Building since it was 
built 43 years ago will be started early 
next year, according to the Panama 
Canal Review. 

Modernization plans for the three- 
story masonry structure are nearing 
completion and bids for the project 
which will cost approximately $1 million 
will be invited within the next Tew 
weeks. 


No structural changes are involved in 
the plans, and the building will present 
much the same outward appearance. 
The interior, however, will be vastly dif- 
ferent, which is being planned for air- 
conditioning, modern lighting, a new 
elevator, and some office changes which, 
in total, will spell out a modern office 
building suitable for efficient work in 
the humid tropics, 

Architect-engineering plans for air- 
conditioning, elevator, and lighting have 
been submitted by the Panama firm of 
Sander, Duffer & Associates, contrac- 
tors for this phase of the program. 
Plans for the other are being prepared 
by the Engineering Division. Plans for 
the air-conditioning call for a chilled- 
water distribution system which will 
eliminate the need for an extensive 
refrigerant piping system. 

The principal alterations to the inte- 
rior, other than installation of the air- 
conditioning and fluorescent lighting, 
will provide for the studio and labora- 
tory.of the official photographer in the 
basement of the west wing; and con- 
version of the suite of offices adjacent 
to the Gevernor’s office for use as a 
board room. The new elevator will: be 
installed in the existing shaft and will 
be provided with both manual and auto- 
matie controls, 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 








The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 

While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U. S, Department of Commerce can- 
not assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms. 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan-by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
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Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign ,Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Bearings 


Austria 

Mortorenwerk Franz Mitterbauer 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter, re- 
tailer), 142 Laakirchen, Oberoesterreich, 
wishes to export. direct or through 
agent, lead-bronze bearings for internal 
combustion engines and industrial pur- 
poses, Company specializes in the manu- 
facture of lead-bronze bearings for 
diesel engines of heavy construction. 
Sizes are finished to individual specifi- 
cations, 2 





Chocolate 
Norway 


H. & A. Minde (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 21 Lars Hillesgate, Bergen, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent, all sorts of chocolate. 


Clothing Accessories 
India 


Indra and Co. (importer of iron and 
steel building material, manufacturer, 
wholesaler, and exporter of Indian hand- 
loom products and Indian silk), 256 Up- 
per Chitpur Road, Calcutta, wishes to 
export direct or through agent, a rea- 
sonable quantity of ordinary and super- 
fine printed silk materials and embroid- 
ered saris. 


Curios, Novelties, and Handicrafts 
Denmark 


P. Broste (export merchant of chemi- 
cal salt, raw materials for various in- 
dustries; insecticides and weed killers; 
galvanizing equipment and_ supplies; 
rust preventative compound; and Dan- 
ish handicraft), 10 Overgaden o/ Van- 
det, Copenhagen K., wishes to export 
direct or through agent, Danish handi- 
eraft, including ceramics, stoneware, 
articles of copper, brass, pewter, 
wrought iron, exotic wood, and textiles. 


Decalcomanias 
Spain 

Joaquin Ortega Garcia (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), Pasaje Ser- 
ra y Arola 13, Barcelona, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent, vulcan- 
ized decalcomanias which can be used 
on rubber as well as othér type surfaces. 
Samples available.* 


Drugs, Crude 
India 


Indra & Co. (importer of iron and 
steel building material; manufacturer, 
wholesaler, and exporter of Indian 
handloom products and Indian silk; also 
crude drugs), 256 Upper Chitpur Road, 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


World Trade Directory 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports 
on private foreign firms or indi- 
viduals mentioned in the World ; 
Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
portunities departments of For- 
eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 
able to qualified U. S. firms—or 
will be..prepared on request— 
through the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
* Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
= for $1 each. The reports also may 
= be obtained through the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. 

Requests for these reports % 
should include the names and @ 
addresses of the firms or indi- 
viduals. 

The information given in a 
World Trade Directory report 
usually includes lines of goods % 
handled, operation methods, size © 
of business, capital, -ales volume, 
trade and financial r_putation, and # 
other pertinent business informa- ; 
tion. os 


Calcutta 3, wishes to export direct or 
through an agent, crude drugs, includ- 
ing all kinds of Himalayan herbs, and 
medicinal roots to buyers’ specifications, 


Foodstuffs 


Italy 

Giuseppe Giobbe (manufacturer, 
wholesaler), 8 Piazza Borsa, Naples, de- 
sires to export direct or through agent, 
high-grade macaroni, beans, and vege- 
tables. 


Furniture 


Italy 

Cagliani & Marazza, S.p.A. (manufac- 
turer), Via Savona 112, Milan, wishes 
to export direct or through agent, 2,000 
units monthly of metal furniture. De- 
scriptive and illustrated leaflets avail- 
able.* 


Hemp 


Italy 

Paolo Liotti (manufacturer), 23 Via 
Carrozzieri a Toledo, Naples, wishes to 
export direct or through agent, combed, 
carded, or tow, semi-dressed hemp. 


Machinery and Accessories 


France 

Les Successeurs de G. Bochard (mah- 
ufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 2 rue 
Royale, Lyon, wishes to export direct 
or through agent, stainless or bronze 
shuttle springs used in weaving narrow 


~ 


fabrics such as ribbons, tapes, and 
woven labels. Samples available.* 

Italy 

Ettore Costantini (manufacturer), 


Corso di Porta Nuova 48, Milan, wishes 
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to export direct or through agent, 25 
machines monthly of eyeletting ma- 
chines and accessories. Descriptive and 
illustrated leaflets available.* 


Sweden 
Aktiebolaget Telfor (export mer- 
chant), P. O. Box 7057, Goteborg 7, 


wishes to export direct, hard metal ma- 
chinery including bench grinders and 
hard metal grinding and crosscutting 
machines; accessories including fixed 
and adjustable broach; and end face 
mill with knife of hard metal. Descrip- 
tive leaflet and price list available in 
Swedish.* 


Textiles 


France 

Les Successeurs de G- Bochard (man- 
ufacturer), 2 rue Royale, Lyon, wishes 
to export direct or through agent, 
church vestments and fabrics, ribbons, 
and tinsel yarn for the manufacturer of 
church vestments, 
Italy 

Jutificio Napoletano (manufacturer), 
Via Carrozzieri 23, Naples, desires to 
export direct or through agent, 100,000 
to 150,000 sacks or yards monthly of 
jute textiles, sacks, and thread. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Foodstuffs 


Italy 

Flli Cicolella du Cataldo & Co. (im- 
porter, wholesaler), 40 Viale Flavio 
Gioia, Naples, wishes to purchase direct 
high-quality cheese, salami, animal and 
vegetable fats, canned fish and vege- 
tables, seed oils, and olive oil. 


General Merchandise 
Belgium 

Etablissements Belges d’Importations 
Ebelim S.P.R.L. (importer, sales agent 
© ae i i eS oan ssn Soe 
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of office supplies and stationery), 70 
Avenue Lancaster, Brussels, wishes to 
purchase from U.+S. manufacturers 
consumer goods to be sold in Belgium 
through dealers and department stores. 


Industrial Machinery 


Italy 

Fratelli Averna (producer of cor- 
dials), Caltanissetta, wishes to purchase 
distillery machinery for bottling, label- 
ing, and bottle washing. 


Marine Equipment 


Germany 

H. J. von Gundlach (importing dis- 
tributor), 6 Warburgstrasse, Hamburg 
36, wishes to purchase direct second- 
hand floating cranes and small river 
craft as follows: 2 or 3 floating trestle 
cranes with a minimum lifting capacity 
of 120 tons, and 30- to 36-foot radial 
ranges; 10 floating derricks with 
winches for hoisting, jib, and swinging, 
and capacities of 50, 10, 250, 50, and 
75 tons; 3 floating cranes with station- 
ary “A” trestle beams and capacities of 
50, 75, 100, 150, and 200 tons; 15 to 20 
motor tugs with capacities of between 
125 and 400 hp.; 5 motorboats and 
launches to carry between 10 and 80 
persons; 20 open and covered self-pro- 
pelled lighters and barges with loading 
capacities of between 5,300 and 17,700 
cubic feet; 10 to 20 dumping barges and 
lighters with loading capacities between 
50 and 500 tons; 10 pontoons and floats 
with between 50- and 500-tons capacity; 
2 barracks ships; 2 repair ships; and 1 
diving vessel] with complete machinery 
equipment, 


Metal Products 


Austria 

Motorenwerk Franz Mitterbauer 
(manufacturer, exporter of lead-bronze 
bearings), 142 Laakirchen, Oberoester- 


$I 


_rugated sheets, 


reich, wishes to purchase direct lead- 
bronze and white-metal strips for the 
manufacture of slide bearings. 


Israel 


El Saker Ltd. (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), 33 Atzmaut 
Road, P. O. Box 91, Haifa, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
the following: 25 tons mild steel sheets, 
1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 mm.; 15 tons gal- 
vanized sheets, 1-3 mm.; 10 tons cor- 
galvanized; 10 tons 
brass rods, round and hexagon, 4-50 
mm.; 5 tons brass sheets, 0.1-3 mm.; 5 
tons copper sheets, 0.1-3 mm.; 3 tons 
tin, ingots; 3 tons zinc plates; 25 tons 
various steels, round and hexagon, oil, 
air, and water hardening, 6-60 mm.; 6 
tons stainless steel, bars 8-60 mm., 
sheets 2-4 mm.; 25 tons transmission 
shaftings, 8-250 mm.; 3 tons lead sheets, 
3-6 mm.; and 10 tons wire ropes, gal- 
vanized and black, 3-25 mm. 


Plastic Raw Materials 
Sweden 


Handels AB. And. Smith (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), P. O. 
Box 7093, Stockholm 7, wishes to pur- 
chase direct, as well as to obtain agency 
for Sweden from U. S. manufacturers 
of plastic raw materials, 


Protective Clothing 


Italy 

Rag. E. Tosi & C. S.r.l. (manufac- 
turer, sales agent, importer), 12 r., Vico 
Spinola, Genoa, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and seeks agency for protective 
work clothing for industrial operations, 
especially against acids and heat. 


Regulating Equipment 
Italy 

Rag. E. Tosi & C.S.r.). (manuafcturer, 
sales agent, importer), 12 r., Vico Spin- 
ola, Genoa, wishes to purchase direct 
and seeks agency for valves, cecks, and 
automatic regulating devices for steam, 
water, gas, etc. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Aluminum Products 


Venezuela 

George H. Gold (manufacturer's 
agent), Edificio Halven, Esquina Mon- 
roy, Apartado 6454, Caracas, seeks 
agency on a commission basis for cor- 
rugated aluminum roofing sheets, and 
plain aluminum sheets, : 


Chemicals 


Austria 

Chemieprodukte Dipl Ing. Felix 
Beindl (importer, wholesaler, manufac- 
turer’s agent, manufacturer of pharma- 
ceuticals and perfume products), 5 Kalt- 
nergasse, Salzburg, seeks agency for 
chemicals for soap, edible fats, and 
chemical industries. 
Construction Materials 


Veneruela 
George 





H. Gold (manufacturer's 
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FCW Business Leads 
Up in 1957 


The number of business oppor- 
tunities publicized in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly and _ other 
media in the first 11 months of 
1957 totaled 4,248, a gain of 22 
percent over the corresponding 
period of 1956. 


These oppertunities covered 1,- 
596 for the export of American 
products, 1,440 for import of for- 
eign -products, 971 agency oppor- 
tunities, and 241 important for- 
eign construction projects, includ- 
ing those undertaken by the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. 


The number of foreign business 
visitors whose presence in this 
country received publicity in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly and other 
media, and who were assisted by 
the Department of Commerce and 
its Field Offices, reached 651, a 
gain of 80 percent over the like 
period of 1956. 

On the other hand, 351 Ameri- 
can businessmen — 181 percent 
more than in the first 11 months 
of 1956—were assisted in their 
travels abroad where appropriate 
Foreign Service posts were alerted 
to their coming and their needs 
for assistance. 











agent), Edificio Halven, Esquina Mon- 
roy, Apartado 6454, Caracas, seeks 
agency on a commission basis for con- 
struction material of all types, except 


machinery. e- 


Electrical Equipment and Supplies 
Dominican Republic 

F,. A. Malagon (commission agent), 
Pedro Ignacio Espaillat No. 16-A, 
Ciudad Trujillo, seeks agency for elec- 
trical wiring devices, glass lighting fix- 
tures, and ‘table lamps. 


Foodstuffs 
Germany 

Wilhelm Ceelen (importing distrib- 
utor, manufacturer’s agent), 15 August 
Sieberststrasse, Frankfurt, seeks agency 
from U. S. packers of canned goods in 
California and Florida, including citrus 
juices, pineapple, and vegetabies. 
Furniture 
Dominican Republic 

F. A. Malagon (commission agent), 
Pedro Ignacio Espaillat No. 16-A, 
Ciudad Trujillo, seeks agency for furni- 
ture of all types. 
Industrial Machinery 
Belgium 

Trefac, S. A. (manufacturer, exporter, 
wholesaler), Oude Keerbergesebaan, 


. 


December 30, 1957 


Rymenam, wishes to purchase direct 
mattress machinery. 


Egypt 

Balag-Import (manufacturer’s agent), 
2 Mohamed Said Pasha St., Cairo, seeks 
agency for printing machinery and sup- 
plies. 


¢ 


Pharmaceuticals 
Austria 

Chemieprodukte Dipl. Ing. Felix 
Beindl (importer, wholesaler, manufac- 
turer’s agent, manufacturer of pharma- 
ceuticals and perfume products), 5 Kalt- 
nergasse, Salzburg. seeks agency for 
pharmaceuticals of all types. 


Plumbing Supplies 
Venezuela 


George H. Gold (manufacturer’s 
agent), Edificio Halven, Esquina Mon- 
roy, Apartado 6454, Caracas, seeks 
agency on a commission basis for vitre- 
ous china plumbing fixtures. 


Technical Equipment 
Germany 


Paul D. Tanzer (importer, exporter, 
broker), 32 Kreuz-Strasse, Duesseldorf, 
seeks agency for technical equipment 
primarily for the use of steel mills. 


Textiles 


Dominican Republic 

F. A. Malagon (commission agent), 
Pedro Ignacio Espaillat No. 16-A, 
Ciudad Trujillo, seeks agency for cot- 
ton piece goods, including seconds, mill 
ends, and upholstery fabrics. 


New Zealand 


John Richardson Ltd. (manufacturer’s 
representative), 68-70 Hill & Plummer 
Bldgs., Queen St., Auckland, seeks 
agency with U. S. manufacturers of tex- 
tile piece goods, especially dress fabrics. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











England 

Laurence A. Leech, Managing Direc- 
tor, representing Millars’ Machinery 
Co., Ltd. (importer, exporter, manufac- 


turer of roadmaking machinery, con- 
tractor’s plant and pumps), Pinners 
Hall, Great Winchester St., London, 


E. C. 2, is interested in meeting repre- 
sentatives of U. S. manufacturirig con- 
cerns desirous of entering into licensing 
arrangements for the manufacture of 
their products, or use of their patented 
processes, in the United Kingdom. 
Scheduled to arrive January 2 via New 
York for a.1-month visit. U. S. address: 
c/o David Levine, 25 West 43d St., New 
York 36, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, and Richmond 
(Va.). (Announcement of the firm’s in- 
terest appeared in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Dec. 2, 1957, p. 20). 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Germany 


Reinold Weber, architect BDA, rep- 
resenting architecture firm Reinold 
Weber, 75 Kettenhofweg, Frankfurt-am- 
Main, is interested in construction of 
warehouses and material-handling equip- 
ment, chiefly for food products, and 
seeks technical information on mate- 
rial-handling equipment—pallets, fork- 
lifts, etc. Presently in the U. S. for a 
visit until the, latter part of January. 
Previously announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, December 2, 1957, page 
18. Change of address: c/o Frank C. 
Williams, 2216 Callahan St., Muskogee, 
Okla. Itinerary: Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukee, Minne- 
apolis, Denver, Portland, Seattle, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Phoenix, Okla- 
homa City, Dallas, Houston, New Or- 
leans, Jacksonville, and Atlanta, 


Norway 


Johan K. Troye, representing Johan 
Troye A/S, Bergen, is interested in ob- 
taining agency for ship equipment and 
supplies, chemicals for paint and phar- 
maceutical factories, and industrial ma-~ 
chinery, particularly for paint, plastic 
and food industries. Scheduled to ar- 
rive January 3 via Chicago for a 2-week 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Hotel LaSalle, 
Chicago, Ill. (Jan. 3-5); Sheraton Hotel, 
Detroit, Mich. (Jan. 6-8); Hotel Niag- 
ara, Buffalo, N. Y. (Jan. 9); Hotel Park 
Shearton, New York, N. Y. (Jan. 10-15); 
Sheraton Park Hotel, Washington, D. C. 
(Jan. 16-17). Itinerary: Chicago, De- 
troit, Buffalo, New York, and Washing- 
ton. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
zraphed copies may be obtained 
y firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $2 a list for 
each country. All are dated No- 
vember 1957. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. 

Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 


Dealers—Cuba. 


Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Surinam. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Nicaragua. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—<Austria. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—Lebanon. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Israel. 


Jewelry Importers § and 
Hong Kong. 


Dealers— 


(Continued on page 18) 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































U. S. Trade Mission Reports 
On Visit to Austria 


The U. S. Trade Mission to the 1957 Vienna International Fall 
Fair reported on its return that Austria represents an expanding poten- 
tial market for American products, particularly if further dollar liberal- 


ization is effected. 


It noted also a great awareness in both business and Government 
circles of the need for improving the competitive ability of the Austrian 
economy, not only to strengthen internal production and distribution 
facilities but also to enable Austria to compete successfully abroad, 
particularly in the coming European free trade area. 


Trade between the two countries has 
been recovering remarkably. Austrian 
imports from the United States have 
grown in the past few years from a 
total value of $37 million in 1954 (ex- 
clusive of $20 million in shipments under 
the European Recovery Program) to 
$125 million in 1956. Exports to the 
United States were valued at $28 mil- 
lion in 1954 and rose to $44 million 
in 1956. The dollar deficit on trade ac- 
count is partly made up by Austria's 
credit position in the European Pay- 
ments Union and American tourist ex- 
penditures in the country. 


Mission Staffs Information Center 


This was the third U. S. Trade Mis- 
sion from the United States to visit 
Austria since 1955. In addition to man- 
ning the American Trade Information 
Center at the fair September 8-15, the 
group made a tour of nine Austrian 
commercial centers to meet with local 
businessmen. It participated in 20 group 
panel discussions and had individual 
consultations with over 360 Austrian 
businessmen. 

Mission members, under the leader- 
ship of Paul H. Brent, Director of the 
Business Relations Division, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, were particularly 
expert in the fields of production man- 
agement and finance, retail merchan- 
dising, and tourism: Frank E. Booth, 
president, Interstate Engineering Corp., 
Anaheim, California; Jack L. Gold- 
smith, executive vice-president and 
manager, J. Goldsmith & Sons Depart- 
ment Store, Memphis, Tennessee; and 
Donald Greenaway, director, School of 
Hotel & Restaurant Management, 
Michigan State University, East Lan- 
sing, Michigan. 

They were joined at the U. S. Trade 
Information Center at the fair by a 
representative of the U. S. Customs 
Service Office in Frankfort, who han- 
died inquiries concerning American tar- 
iffs and Stefan Neumann of the U. S. 
Austrian Chamber of Commerce in New 
York. They responded effectively from 
firsthand knowledge and experience to 
most of the myriad commercial devel- 
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opment questions which arose during 
these. conferences. 


Austrian Provinces Toured 


Prior to manning the VU. S. Trade 
Information Center at the fair, the 


mission toured the Austrian Provinces, 
where meetings were held with business 
groups and individuals. The mission, 
including the American commercial at- 
tache from the Embassy, visited Wiener 
Neustadt, Linz, Graz, Klagenfurt, Inns- 
bruck, and Feldkirch. In addition, the 
mission leader and tourism expert met 
with officials in Salzburg concerned 
with tourism promotion. 


It was found that only about 4-6 per- 
cent of Austria’s tourist visitors come 
from America, though these people con- 
tribute 10-15 percent of the money 
earned by Austria through tourism. 
Partly for this reason great interest 
was found everywhere in attracting 
more American visitors to the country 
—rich in natural and man-made at- 
tractions. The mission found many occa- 
sions to draw the attention of Austrians 
to the duty-free provisions (up to $500) 





investment in 


CUBA 


a BFC handbook 
for U. S$. businessmen 


«+ tovering Cuban economic 
conditions ... trade... land 
and people... taxation... 
finance ... business law... 
investment fields 


$1.25 


From U. $. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. & Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 











of the American tariff with respect to 
purchases by American tourists. 


Preparation for the coming free trade 
area came up quite frequently during 
the missions provincial tour. This inter- 
est shown by Austrian businessmen of- 
fers a very receptive condition for de- 
velopment of the market for U. S. 
industrial goods and durable products. 
Those firms now representing American 
lines report ever increasing demand, 
which in many cases is limited only by 
dollar import license availabilities. The 
demand for the liberalized commodities 
is limited only by our ability to com- 
pete with other international suppliers 
and our diligence in taking advantage of 
the opportunities presented. 


Free Zones Offer Facilities 


The mission also reported that at 
Innsbruck and Linz there are customs 
free zones in which American manu- 
facturers could assemble products from 
imported components or raw material 
and, in fact, manufacture completely 
within these zones for the Austrian 
market and for the European free trade 
area. In both cases, the free zone facili- 
ties have been especially- built, are 
entirely modern, and are strategically 
located. 

The manager of the Innsbruck zone 
was offered specific suggestions on how 
his zone could be more widely publi- 
¢eized in the United States, not only to 
importers and exporters but also to 
manufacturers who might be interested 
in setting up assembly or manufactur- 
ing operations at the zone for supply 
of central European markets. Innsbruck 
is at the vortex of the Eastern European 
transportation network and Linz is al- 
most equally well situated, in addition 
to being a rapidly growing industrial 
center. 


Interest in Air Conditioners 


Interest was shown in several of the 
provincial cities in effecting licensing 
arrangements for assembly of Amer- 
ican equipment—one- particularly for 
air-conditioning equipment by a well- 
established Carinthian metalworking 
and heating firm. Air conditioning for 
industrial and residential use seems to 
present a good market opportunity. 

Graz, an old established industrial 
area, was keenly interested in the pur- 
chase of U. S. machinery for moderniza- 
tion of its industry, Here again, how- 
ever, the question of more favorable 
credit terms is an essential factor in 
utilizing this market opportunity. Ad- 


(Continued on page 15) 
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U. S..Private Investment in 
Latin America Grows 


A new report, U. S. Investments in the Latin American. Economy, 
released in December by the Office of Business Economics, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, presents the first comprehensive view of the power- 
ful effects of fast-growing direct U. S. private foreign investments— 
both on economic development abroad and on the two-way trade 
between the United States and foreign countries. 


Issued as a handy volume with over 
100 charts in color, OBE’s study con- 
tains the complete findings of a special 
survey of major U. S. firms operating 
in Latin America, Summary findings 
issued earlier this year aroused wide- 
spread interest, since the new facts on 
benefits to be derived from such private 
investments apply not only to Latin 
America but to all developing areas. 


Following are some of the highlights: 

@ The book value of U. S. invest- 
ments in the Latin American Republics 
has grown from $3 billion in 1946 to 
over $7 billion at present. The current 
market value of. these enterprises—a 
better measure of the size of these 
investments in relation to their current 
productivity — would be considerably 
higher than book value for most indus- 
tries, and for the _petroleum industry, 
several times the book value. 


@ These U. S. companies produced 





$2.8 billion of goods and services for use 
in Latin America, and $2.1 billion of 
dollar exports from Latin America in 


1955, not including sales of the trade 
and service industries, Current output 
of all U. S. firms in Latin America 
would be well over $5 billion, 


@ Production by U. S. companies 
provides 30 percent of all Latin Amer- 
ican exports, in addition to providing a 
large volume of essential manufac- 
tures, raw materials, and services for 
use in Latin America. 


@ U. S. companies generate sufficient 
export earnings to pay for all their 
imports and income remittances to the 
United States, and return a direct for- 
eign exchange surplus of some $900 
million a year to the countries in the 
area. 


@ Production by the companies for 
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The Bureau of Foreign Commerce presents .. . 


Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. $. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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local consumption, plus their net direct 
gain in foreign exchange, aggregated 
$3.7 billion in 1955, giving a measure of 
their direct contribution to the Latin 
American economy. Other contributions 
not measurable statistically include the 
indirect stimulation of local industry 
and the introduction of modern produc- 
tion and management methods. 


@ Over $4 billion was paid out in 
Latin America by all reporting enter- 
prises in 1955 for wages and salaries, 
taxes, and local materials, services and 
equipment. This amount represented 
about three-quarters of their total 
proceeds from sales of goods and public 
utilities. 

@ In 1955, actual capital expenditures 
for fixed investment, additions to inven- 
tories, and exploration and development 
were nearly $600 million. These outlays 
were twice as large as the increase in 
the book values of the reporting enter- 
prises, the only measures of investment 
previously available. 


@ About 625,000 persons were em- 
ployed in Latin America by reporting 
companies. Only about 9,000 of this 
total were sent from the United States, 
and the great bulk of employment, both 
in supervisory and other positions, 
went to local personnel, 


Included in the OBE report are 
separate sections for Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, Peru, 
Venezuela, and Central America, as well 
as reviews of individual industries, in- 
cluding manufacturing, petroleum, min- 
ing and smelting, agriculture, and public 
utilities. In addition to color charts and 
concise text, full statistical results are 
gathered together in the concluding sec- 
tion of the report, with a description of 
the methods used. 


Copies of U. S. Investments in the 
Latin American Economy (194 pages, 
118 charts, $1.75) may be purchased 
from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or through the Field 
Offices of the Department of Commerce, 


oi tek: .. 


(Continued from page 14) 





jacent European suppliers have some 
advantages, such as proximity for de- 
livery and also for supply of spare 
parts. These, however, are not consid- 
ered insurmountable and, with the ex- 
pressed interest of Austrian business- 
men of broadening their sources of 
supply, American industrial equipment 
exporters should .endeavor to utilize 
this opportunity for sale of U. S. 
equipment. 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 








Five Australian Firms Propose 
Arrangements With U. S. Interests 


Five firms in Australia, acting in the engineering trade, metal 
fabrication, building industry, and leather goods manufacture, have 
presented proposals of potential interest to U. S. investors contemplating 
licensing or other working arrangements in Australia. 

Direct correspondence with each of the firms at the aadresses given 


is invited. The Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U, S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., will develop sup- 
plemental data on any of the proposals 
upon request. 

Aviation Manufacturing Co. Pty. Ltd., 
light to medium manufacturing engineer 
at Auburn Road, Hawthorn, E. 2, Victoria 
is interested in a licensing arrangement 
with a U. S. firm for the manufacture 
of American products for which its ma- 
chining facilities are adaptable. 

The company is presently engaged in 
the manufacture of spark plugs, do- 
mestic appliances, gas meters, razor 
blades, and stainless steel castings. 
Available equipment includes mills, 
centre lathes, jig borers, shapers, grind- 
ers, automatic and semiautomatic 
lathes, and presses of 100 tons capacity. 
Approximately 60,000 square feet are 
available for expansion if suitable ar- 
rangements can be made with a U. S. 
manufacturer. 

P. J. King Pty. Ltd., manufacturer of 
pressed metal articles at 497 Victoria 
St., Abbotsford, N. 9, Melbourne, seeks 
a licensing arrangement for the produc- 
tion of allied American products. 

This company, having a complete ma- 
chine tool plant, pressing, machining, 
welding, and spray-painting facilities, 
manufactures such items as fan-forced 
electric room heaters, automobile air 
cleaners, gas caps, dimmer switches, re- 
frigeration locks, hinges and parts, etc. 
Pressing capacities up to 50 tons are 
available. This company seeks patents, 
processes, machinery, and possibly some 
capital investment if required for plant 
expansion to suit a new line of products. 

Campbell Tanneries Pty. Ltd., pro- 
ducer of chamois leathers at 41 Birming- 
ham St., Alexandria, Sydney, is looking 
toward a joint-venture operation with 
a U. S. firm to expand its tannery oper- 
ations, 

The company is said to be one of the 
leading manufacturers of chamois 
leathers using lamb and sheep pelts in 
Australia. Manufactured under the trade 
name, Austral, the chamois leathers re- 
portedly enjoy a good world market. 
Captial and/or investment. in the form 
of machinery is desired. 

Alluvial Mining Equipment Ltd, de- 
sign engineer and engineering con- 
tractor at 26 Jamison St., Sydney, would 
like to enter into negotiations with U. S. 
firms leading toward the manufacture 
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under license of American construction 
equipment, Representation of U. S. man- 
ufacturers of mining gear also is de- 
sired. 

This Australian firm, established in 
1935, reportedly has undertaken cdn- 
struction and engineering projects in the 
steel, shipbuilding, mining, and building 
industries. A well qualified staff of 
engineers and draftsmen and adequate 
facilities for diversification of its pres- 
ent activities are said to be available. 

Les. Grace, sawmiller and building 
contractor at Dandenong Road, Clayton, 
Victoria, is interested in obtaining 
patents, processes, technical know-how, 
and machinery for expansion of its con- 
struction work and development of new 
types of builders’ supplies. The firm also 
has expressed an interest in a licensing 
arrangement for the manufacture of a 
special pressed-on brake lining which 
can be utilized by service stations under 
management. 


Fiberboard Factory 
Proposed in Nigeria 


Raymond D. Plumb, managing. direc- 
tor of Plumb & Eastwood, Ltd., and a 
partner in Engineering and Metal Indus- 
tries, both of Ebute Metta, Nigeria, has 
proposed the erection of a factory to 
manufacture building boards for local 
consumption in Nigeria and for export. 
Approximately US$750,000 will be re- 
quired for the project. 

More than 95 percent of the raw 
materials required for production would 
be soft white wood which is available 
locally, according to Mr. Plumb. Imports 
of soft fiberboard into Nigeria for 1956 
totaled 2,500 tons, and more than 1,400 
tons were imported in the first half of 
1957. 

In addition to the local demand, the 
export potential is said to be excellent. 
To meet the present demand an annual 
production of 3,000 tons is proposed. 
The plant will be located near Lagos to 
utilize electric power from that city. 

Supplemental data concerning this 
project are available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Comnférce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond -with Raymond D. Plumb, 
Private Mail Bag 2049, Lagos, Nigeria, 





Indian Coal Firm Seeks 
Capital and Equipment 


Capital and equipment having an ap- 
proximate value of US$4.18 million is 
sought by the Indian firm, Bokaro & 
Ramgur, Ltd., for the proposed expan- 
sion of its coal-mining operations near 
Calcutta. 

Bokaro & Ramgur, established in 
1907, reportedly holds mineral leases 
on more than 363,703 acres in the 
Bokaro area and additional land in the 
Karanpura area. One of the leading 
producers of coking coal, the company 
supplied approximately 21 percent, or 
3.2 million tons, of India’s total produc- 
tion in 1956. 

The full expansion program of the 
company requires the purchase of new 
coal-mining and earth-removal equip- 
ment, as well as new coke ovens, wash- 
eries, and a realignment of rail com- 
munications. 

Located in the Damodar Valley dis- 
trict in Bihar, the company claims its 
estimated coal reserves to be in excess 
of 1,000 million tons consisting of good- 
quality metallurgical coal with excel- 
lent washability characteristics. Demand 
for the company’s products is expected 
to increase substantially as the steel 
and other industries are completed under 
India’s second 5-year plan. 

A copy of the firm’s proposal, to- 
gether with its profit and loss state- 
ment, is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond direct with Bokaro & Ram- 
gur, Ltd., United India Life Building, 
22 Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 13, 
India. 


Canada Washer Firm 
To Diversify Operations 


Coffield Washer Co., Ltd., manufac- 
turer and distributor of home laundry 
equipment, wishes to diversify its opera- 
tions and in this connection is inter- 
ested in securing subcontract work from 
U. S. companies wishing to have man- 
ufacturing operations performed in 
whole, or in part, in Canada. 

The company reportedly is equipped 
to carry. out various machine shop and 
sheet metal operations, and has com- 
plete facilities for baked enamel finish- 
ing. The firm states tooling and tool 
design facilities are available as _ re- 
quired to service the manufacturing 
work. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with R. A. McKinley, 
factory manager, Coffield Washer Co., 
Ltd., 77-91 Niagara Street, Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada. 
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Belgian Drug Producer 
Wants New Products 


S. A. Manufacture Electra, Bel- 
gian manufacturer of sulfonated 
fats, detergents, and pharmaceuti- 
cal specialties, seeks a licensing or 
working agreement with a U. S. 
firm for large-scale manufacture 
in Belgium of newly developed 
pharmaceutical products and aero- 
sols. 

The company reportedly has 
adequate space and a fully quali- 
fied staff to undertake produc- 
tion of new products. It also would 
consider plant expansion to ac- 
commodate a suitable line of 
American products if the licensor 
believes this is desirable. 

Capital is not required for this 
program; however, the Belgian 
company is interested in technical 
assistance from the U. S. investor. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond direct with S; A. Man- 
ufacture Electra, 109 rue Leon 
Theodor. Jette-Brussels, Belgium. 











Belgian Machinery Company 
Seeks New Line of Products 


All types of electric equipment for 
manufacture under license in Belgium 
are sought by an established Belgian 
firm. 

The company, engaged in the manu- 
facture of portable drilling machines, 
grinding machines, and a variety of 
electric ard electromechanical equip- 
ment, seeks a new line of American- 
made products, It will consider a com- 
plete manufacturing program with a 
U. S. licensor or if preferred an as- 
sembly operation. 

Established in 1902, the company is 
said to be one of the leading firms in 
its field in Belgium, having a well- 
equipped modern plant and other facil- 
ities covering an area of approximately 
1,000 square meters. 

Direct correspondence is invited by 
the firm, Societe Nouvelle des Ateliers 
de Constructions Electriques S. Barbier, 
S. A., 170 Chaussee des Allies, Flemalle- 
Haute, Belgium. 





Mexico’s cotton production in 1957- 
58 is currently estimated at 2,014,000 
bales (500 pounds gross), up 13 per- 
cent from the 1956-57 crop of 1,790,000 
bales, and the second highest crop on 
record, according to the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service. 

Production in 1955-56 was 2,250,000 
bales. Cotton acreage for 1957-58 is 
estimated at 2,250,000 acres, up 7 per- 
cent from the 1956-57 area of 2,096,000 
acres. 


December 30, 1957 


Inter-American Investment Opportunity 
Service Publishes List of Projects 


The seventh supplement to investment proposals submitted at the 
Inter-American Investment Conference, held in New Orleans in Febru- 
ary 1955, has been released by Inter-American Investment Opportunity 


Service. 


This service, established at International House to carry on the 


work of the conference, offers assistance 
to U. S. investors in developing the in- 
creasing number of opportunities for 
investment, 

A few of the proposals included in 
the new supplement are the following: 

Hotel.—US$1.6 million is sought for 
construction of a 180-room first-class 
hotel in Mexico City, Partnership in the 
enterprise is offered. Mexico project No. 
105. 

Tractor Factory—Investment is 
sought for the manufacture of walking- 
type 812-horsepower tractors; one-track 
tractors; 12-horsepower ridin g-type 
tractors; and other farm implements, in- 
cluding trailers, and stump pullers. Ap- 
proximately US$91,000 is required. 
Mexico project No. 107. 

Tanning Plant.—A large tanning plant 
manufacturing sole goods, belts, gaskets, 
loom picker heads, and other industrial 
leather goods in_the State of Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, is offered for sale to a U. S. in- 
vestor contemplating establishment of 
an enterprise in Brazil. Total land area 
of approximately 37,000 square meters, 
of which 8,000 square meters are cov- 
ered with buildings, is available, Brazil 
project No. 79. 

Artificial Hardboard.—Investment of 
approximately US$375,000 is sought for 
the manufacture of Novopan artificial 
hardboard in Jamaica. Firm proposes 
production of 3.67 million square feet of 
hardboard a year. Jamaica project No. 2. 

Soluble Coffee Plant.—Coffee of ap- 
proximately US$428,000 is sought to 
complete organization of company for 
the manufacture of soluble coffee in 


Vienna Metal Goods Firm 
Wants U. S. License 


Wien-Fischamender Metallwarenfab- 
rik Josef Suschny & Soehne, Vienna 
manufacturer of furniture fittings; hat, 
coat, and towel racks; umbrella stands; 
and similar items, wishes to be licensed 
by an American company for the manu- 
facture and sale in Austria of suitable 
articles, or components of articles, for 
which its facilities could be adapted. 

Using cast brass and aluminum, 
pressed and drawn steel, brass, alumi- 
num strips, etc., as basic raw materials, 
the Austrian company is well equipped 
with screw and crank presses, auto- 
matic turning lathes, and other types 
of fabricating equipment. 

Depending upon specific proposals 
Suschny & Soehne is interested in ob- 
taining patents, processes, and addi- 











Haiti. Technical and managerial know- 
how also is desired. Haiti project No. 13. 

Projects in Cuba, Nicaragua, Guate- 
mala, and Panama, also are included in 
the proposals, 


Additional information on the above 
listed project and a complete listing of 
all investment proposals may be ob- 
tained from Inter-American Investment 
Opportunity Service, International 
House, 607 Gravier Street, New Orleans, 
La. 


Swedish Firms Want 
U. S. Licensing 


Two firms in Sweden have expressed 
an interest in concluding licensing ar- 
rangements with U. S. manufacturers 
for production in the United States and 
Sweden of such diversified items as 
fabricated sheet metal and _ soap 
products, 


The steel-products firm recently com- 
pleted an expansion of its manufactur- 
ing facilities and is said to be adequate- 
ly equipped to undertake the manufac- 
ture of additional items. Previous pro- 
duction was confined primarily to steel 
plate work, steel cisterns and tanks for 
fuel oil storage, etc. 


Direct correspondence is invited by 
S. A. Molin, proprietor of the firm, 
Enkoping, Sweden. 


Sireica, Dalin & Co., of Stockholm, 
manufacturer of soaps and detergents, 
wishes to license a U. S. firm for the 
production and sale in the United States 
of its newly patented soap bubble con- 
centrate, Licensing arrangements have 
been made for the manufacture of this 
new product in Sweden, Denmark, Nor- 
way, Finland, and Switzerland, the firm 
reports, 

Samples of this soap product and de- 
tailed information on the licensing ar- 
rangements sought are available from 
Sireica, Dalin & Co., P. O. Box 4101, 
Stockholm, Sweden, 








tional machinery. Investment capital is 
not sought, although: arrangements for 
additional capital to enlarge present 
plant facilities would be considered if 
desired by the potential licensor. 
Interested firms are invited to address 
inquiries to Henry Sunley, managing 
director, Wien-Fischamender Metallwar- 
enfabrik Josef Suschny & Soehne, 13 
Taborstrasse, Vienna II, Austria. 
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Austrian Company To 
Sell USIA Property 


A total of 47 enterprises in Austria, 
consisting of former Soviet-administered 
(USIA) enterprises in the eastern 
zone and previously held German prop- 
erties in the former western occupation 
zones, are being offered for sale to 
U. S. investors by the semiofficial 
agency, Oecesterreichische Vermoegen- 
schutz Ges. m.b.H. (Austrian Property 
Control Company). 

The agency, originally organized in 
1945 by four large Austrian banks, was 
nationalized by the Austrian Govern- 
ment in the spring of 1957 in an effort 
to promote the sale of these proper- 
ties to private investors. 

Prospective purchasers will be re- 
quired to show satisfactory evidence of 
their financial capabilities. The Govern- 
ment urges prospective buyers to visit 
Austria for first-hand inspection of the 
properties and to discuss matters relat- 


ing to the condition and operation of 
the businesses. 

Purchase prices will be subject to 
negotiation between the buyer and the 
Property Control Company, and the 
properties will be officially appraised 


by certified public accountant appointed 
by the company. 

A listing of the properties offered for 
sale, together with~a brief description 
of each, giving type of enterprise, gen- 
eral condition of plant and equipment, 
assets and liabilities, etc., is available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





World Trade... 


Continued from page 13) 
Meat Packing, Sausage and Casings—— 


Uruguay. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Manufacturers—Indonesia. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 


Manufacturers—Israel. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, 
and Exporters—aAustralia., 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Burma. 

Photographic Supply Dealers and 
Photographers—New Zealand. 

Radio and TY Receiver Manufactur- 
ers and Assemblers—Mexico. 

Lard consumption in the United 
Kingdem continues to increase despite 
higher prices, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. In 1957 the’per capita 
consumption of lard is estimated to be 
slightly over 5 pounds, compared with 
45 pounds in 1956. 
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Producer in France 
Wants Licensee 


Ets. Emile Boussereau, French manu- 
facturer of hoisting and lifting equip- 
ment for agricultural use, would like to 
conclude a working agreement with a 
U.S. firm for the manufacture, under 
license, of a number of its products. 

The French company is particularly 
interested in an arrangement for the 
manufacture in the United States of a 
multipurpose tool carrying agricultural 
tractor; hydraulic hoists for agricul- 
tural tractors manufactured under the 
trade name Ser-For; feedstuff crushers, 
pulverizers, choppers, and blenders for 
farm uses; multipurpose corn-shellers 
manufactured under the trade name 
Vita-Pulp;, and diesel motors for use, on 
tractors, boats, automotive vehicles, etc 
The firm also will consider the outright 
sale of its patent rights. 


Supplemental data, in French, con- 
cerning the products of Ets. Emile Bous- 
sereau, are available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
are invited to correspond with Ets. 
Emile Boussereau, Villeneuve-la-Com- 
tesse, Charente-Maritime, France. 





Collaboration Sought for 
Yugoslav Battery Factory 


U. S. collaboration is sought by the 
Jugoslav export-import organization, 
Jugoelektro, for the construction in 
Yugoslavia of-a factory to manufacture 
lead-storage batteries for automobiles. 
The firm is primarily interested in ob- 
taining machinery and technical assist- 
ance for the establishment and opera- 
tion of the plant. 


Capital reportedly is available from 
local sources for plant construction, 
operation, etc.; however, approximately 
US$1 million in machinery is required 

According to Mr. Ivan Rot, director 
of the firm, government approval has 
been obtained for the erection of the 
plant, which it is expected will pro- 
duce approximately 100,000 batteries a 
year. The firm plans to export the prod- 
uct to other countries. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with Ivan Rot, director, Ju- 
goelektro, 33 Knez Mihajlova, P. O. 
Box 755, Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 





Japan’s cotton imports of 2,929,000 
bales (500 pounds gross) during the 
August-July 1956-57 marketing season 
were 23 percent above 1955-56 imports 
of 2,376,000 bales, and the highest in 
20 years, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. The previous high was 4,- 
693,000 bales in 1936-37. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES 





Italian Rail Increases 
Affect Austrian Trade 


Certain freight rate and fee increases 
imposed on October 20 by Italian State 
Railways have stirred criticism by 
Austrian shippers and dimmed prospects 
for expanding or even maintaining the 
volume of Austrian trade handled by 
Trieste. 

The increases, according to the 
Austrian Federal Chamber of Com- 
merce, will seriously affect Austria's 
oversea trade via Trieste. Austrian ship- 
pers estimate that they will raise costs 
of shipping through the port by 30 mil- 
lion schillings a year (26 Austrian 
schillings = US$1). 

Austria’s trade through the port al- 
ready has begun to decline. The move- 
ment through Trieste in the first 9 
months of this year was 4 percent lower 
than that of the corresponding period 
last year, and Austria’s share of its 
total rail traffic decr@gsed from 79 fer- 
cent in 1956 to 73 percent in 1957. 

The unilateral Italian rate increases 
are considered to be in violation of the 
Austro-Italian railway agreement of 
October 22, 1955, which provides for 
negotiation between the Austrian and 
Italian railroad administrations to effect 
exemptions from the new increases. 


Principal changes in Italian rail rates 
and fees insofar as they concern Aus- 
trian oversea trade via Trieste are as 
follows: 

@ The minimum distance for ship- 
ments is increased from 10 kilometers to 
30 kilometers. This means an increase 
in transportation costs for all Austrian 
shipments to and from Trieste moving 
via the Poggioreale del Carso-Trieste 
line, covering 23 kilometers, and via the 
Poggio Campagna-Trieste line, amount- 
ing to 27 kilometers. Shipments moving 
via these lines will be charged for a 
distance of 30 kilometers, not the actual 
distance. 

@ The fixed fee, the so-called Diritto 
Fisso, is increased from 500 Italian lire 
to 2,500 lire per shipment (625 Italian 
lire=US$1). 

@ Fees for loading, unloading, and re 
loading freight cars are raised from 
500 and 700 lire to 1,000 and 1,200 lire. 

The increasingly negative attitude of 
Austrian shippers toward Trieste dis- 
appoints hopes for an expansion of Aus- 
trian trade through the port, which 
would help to strengthen its economic 
position. North German ports and the 
Yugoslavian port of Rijeka, whose 
share of Austrian oversea trade is still 
relatively small, amounting to 5 per- 
cent in 1956, compared with Trieste’s 
58 percent, stand to benefit from 
Trieste’s failure to bec@fne more attrac- 
tive to Austrian shippers on a purely 
business basis—U. S. Embassy, Vienna. 


December 30, 1957 


Rotterdam Port To Be Expanded 


Plans for construction of a new harbor complex, to be known 
as Europoort, on the Island of Rozenburg opposite the Hook of Holland 
have been disclosed by the mayor of Rotterdam. The plans will be 
submitted to the city council for approval in the near future. 

Expansion of Rotterdam port facilities is considered of prime 


importance to the Netherlands as well 
as to the growing European community. 
The entire Europoort area will cover 
1,550 hectares, of which 930 hectares, 
or 60 percent, will be devoted to dock- 
ing, cargo handling, and ship-repair 
facilities, 
, The first stage of the new harbor 
project, estimated to cost 135 to 140 
million guilders, consists of dredging 
a harbor parallel to the New Waterway 
with a connecting channel approximate- 
ly 1,200 feet wide (1 guilder=approxi- 
mately US$0.263). The entire harbor 
area will be 45 feet deep to accommodate 
vessels up to 65,000 tons. 


Direct Entrance From 


North Sea Projected 


In the second stage of the Europoort 
project the new harbor will be extended 
and provided with an entrance directly 
from the North Sea and the connection 
with the New Waterway will be closed 
off. The entrance will be 50 feet deep, 
enabling ships of 80,000 tons to enter 
the harbor. Construction of a fresh- 
water harbor to the southeast of the 
deep seaport to accommedate inland 
waterway craft is also contemplated. 

Other plans for developmeftt of Euro- 
poort include construction of a blast 
furnace, a steel plant, and possibly a 
coal refining plant; establishment of a 
transshipment center for bulk cargoes, 
to be managed by a special combine 
of Rotterdam stevedores; construction 
of a ship repair yard for large vessels 
by a cooperative of Netherlands ship- 
builders; construction of storage facili- 
ties for oil, coal, and iron ore and of 


Korea Asks U. S. Help in 
Building Atomic Plant 


The South Korean Minister of Recon- 
struction Song In-sang has requested 
U. S. assistance in building an atomic 
power plant. 

In a statement to the Combined Eco- 
nomic Board on November 20 the Min- 
ister stated that the development of 
atomic power facilities to meet the 
Republic of Korea's expanding power 
requirements is economically feasible in 
view of the relatively high cost of hydro 
and thermal power development and 
production in South Korea. 

He also said that development of 
atomic power would provide much 
needed scientific training and help close 
the technological gap between South 
Korea and more highly developed coun- 
tries—U. S. Embassy, Seoul, 








a pipeline to the Ruhr in Germany, 
Construction of the new harbor is 
expected to have progressed sufficiently 
by 1960 that proposed industrial de- 
velopments may be undertaken. 


Annual increases of 3 percent in bulk 
cargo handled at the port, 2 percent 
in general cargo, and 6 percent in oil- 
cargo traffic are expected in the coming 
years, according to an estimate of the 
Port Director based on the steady in- 
crease in traffic through the port since 
the end of World War II. Thus by 1960 
or 1961 total traffic through the port 
would be twice the traffic handled this 
year, and for this reason port authori- 
ties deem realization of the Europoort 
expansion plan necessary.—U. S, Con- 
sulate General, Rotterdam, 


U. S.-Mozambique 
Shipping Run Opens 


An additional U. S. shipping service 
between Mozambique and the United 
Statgs was inaugurated by Central Gulf 
Steamship Corporation with the arrival 
of the M.V. Milross in Lourenco Mar- 
ques on December 2, 

The vessel, one of four scheduled to 
call at Lourenco Marques in December, 
is a new and extremely modern ship 
equipped to carry 12 passengers. 

As planned, the service will be from 
Mozambique to South African ports and 
to the United States. The vessels, ac- 
cording to the local agents, wil_not 
carry cargo from the United States to 
Lourenco Marques but will call at 
that port only on the return trip to 
America from the Middle East. It is 
expected, however, that in the future 
cargo will also be carried from the 
United States to Mozambique and the 
number of ships on the run increased, 

The local agents in Lourenco Mar- 
ques are Miller, Weedon & Salm, Ltd.— 
U. S. Consulate, Lourenco Marques. 








An additional 45,000-kilowatt genera- 
tor to be inStalled in 1959 at the Cha- 
moun thermoelectric station near 
Beirut, Lebanon, will be financed by a 
L£15 million loan approved by the 
Banque de Syrie et du Liban for the 
Office National de 1!’Electricite et des 
Transportes en Commun. 

A 15,000-kilowatt unit is now in 
operation at the station, and a 30,000- 
kilowatt unit is to be completed in the 
Jatter part of next year.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Beirut. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 


mr Books 
“““ Reports 


Davison’s Textile Blue Book. Davison 
Publishing Co., Ridgewood, N. J. July 
1957. 1,251 pp. Handy Edition (With- 
out Classified Directory and Buyer's 
Guide), $7.25 (foreign mailing, $0.50 
extra). 

In its 92d year, this reference guide 
to the textile trade in the United States 
and Canada gives details on textile 
plants alphabetically by States and by 
product classification. 

Separate sections contain listings of 
cotton merchants, brokers, buyers, and 
exporters in the United States, mills 
with dye houses, and dealers in raw 
cotton. 

The publication also is available in 
an Office Edition (with Classified Direc- 
tory and Buyer’s Guide) for $9.75 and 
an Executive’s and Salesmen’s Directory 
(mills only) at $5.75. 


New Zealand's Dairy Industry, W. 
Bruce Sileox. Washington, D. C. U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, 1957. 19 
pp. Free. 


Prepared by the Foreign Agricultural 
Service, this bulletin FAS M-26 sum- 
marizes the competitive position, dis- 
cussing cost of production, production 
potential, centralization in marketing, 
industry reserves, overall problem and 
the economic importance and status of 
the industry and milk and butterfat 
production. 

Government assistance in marketing, 
establishment of prices, Dairy Industry 
Stabilization Account, subsidies, and 
grading and quality control are de- 
scribed, and a long-term production and 
export potential are outlined. 


The World Agricultural Situation 1958. 
Washington, D. C. U. 8S. Department 
of Agriculture. 55 pp. 

This publication, issued by the For- 
eign Agricultural Service, presents a 
world summary including data on pro; 
duction, carryover stocks, prices, world 
trade and demand, and trends in agri- 
cultural production by geographical 
areas, 

Also included are a commodity sum- 
mary and a discussion of the agricul- 
tural situation by country and area. 


International Finance. Charles N. Hen- 
ning. N. ¥Y. Harper & Brothers, 19538. 
431 pp. $10. 

Included in one volume are discus- 
sions of the practices used in financing 
foreign trade and other international 
transactions and of the theory and 
problems of international finance. 

The book presents a broad and yet 
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detailéd study of the contemporary 
financial world including an analysis of 
the economic, psychological, and politi- 
cal problems constituting the environ- 
ment of business. 


Promoting United States Private Invest- 
ment Abroad. Raymond F. Mikesell. 


Washington, D. C. The National Plan- 
ning Association, October 1957. 86 pp. 
$1.75. 

This pamphlet points out that private 
foreign investment cannot supply the 
amount of capital needed by less devel- 
oped countries for growth rates suffi- 
cient to permit a self-sustaining rise in 
living standards, but the great contribu- 
tion that can be made by private for- 
eign investment is to supplement the 
entrepreneurship which is both neces- 
sary and important in the less developed 
countries, 

The pamphlet recognizes the difficul- 
ties which hamper the expansion of 
U. S. foreign private investment but 
urges that the Government’s efforts to 
improve the climate for investment 
abroad should be continued. It is pointed 
out, however, that both Government and 
private industry must be closely guided 
by the kinds of private investment for- 
eign countries are seeking and the con- 
ditions under which it would be wel- 
comed. 


This pamphlet, Number 101 of the 
Planning Pamphlet Series, may be pur- 
chased from the National Planning As- 
sociation, 1606 New Hampshire Avenue 
NW., Washington, D. C. 


The Dictionary of Commercial, Finan- 
cial and Legal Terms, Vol. I. English, 
German, French. Robert Herbst. New 


York. Central Book Co., 1955. 1,150 

pp. $22.50. 

A trilingual dictionary of 100,000 
words and phrases pertaining to trade 
and industry, the book includes terms 
used in importing, manufacturing, dis- 
tributing, and marketing, as well as 
banking, stock exchange dealings, credit, 
foreign exchange, taxation, customs, 
traffic, economics, and insurance. 

It is prepared for translators, inter- 
preters, and correspondents, for busi- 
nessmen, company executives, account- 
ants, appraisers, solicitors, attorneys, 
financial and banking experts, interna- 
tional organizations, institutes and as- 
sociations, libraries, universities, law 
schools, and for use in the study of 
languages. 

In its organization and arrangement 
of subject matter, the dictionary is de- 
signed to serve a twofold purpose: Pro- 
vide a facile and quick location of a key 
word in the greatest possible number 
of readymade combinations, and exclude 
as many errors translation as pos- 
sible, particularly” when a choice must 
be made between two or more meanings 
of the identical key word. 


Competition in the Japanese Market for 
Agricultural Products. Riley H. Kirby. 
Washington, D. C. U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, 1957. 31 pp. 


This Foreign Agriculture Report No. 


104 reviews trends in Japan’s agricul- 


tural import trade with the United 
States and other major suppliers, dis- 
cussing developments in Japan’s indus- 
tries. 

Products discussed are wheat, barley, 
rice, corn, soybeans, tallow, hides and 
skins, cotton, and tobacco. 
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: FOREIGN DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS 
for TRADE and INVESTMENT 
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A by-country listing of government, semi- 
government, and private organizations in 
foreign countries offering informational 
and promotional services to world traders 
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South African .. . 


(Continued from page 2) 
brokerage commission privileges to 
banks, insurance companies, mining 
companies, and finance companies on a 
countrywide scale. The Exchange pro- 
poses also to increase brokerage rates. 
These proposals reportedly were ap- 


proved by the Union’s Minister of Fi-. 


nance and accepted by members of the 
Exchange, but as of November a deci- 
sion had not been made. 

The Anglo-American Corp. in October 
offered to buy the holdings of the com- 
mon stockholders in African and Euro- 
pean Investment Company, Ltd. by- is- 
suing one Anglo-American common 
share for every two African and Euro- 
pean shares with fractions being paid 
in cash. The offer, which is uncondition- 
al, will close January 2, 1958. At the 
same time the corporation announced 
the proposed issue of £6 million (SAf1— 
US$2.80) of 5% percent registered un- 
secured convertible notes. The common 
and preference shareholders of both 
companies will be given preference to 
the extent of £3 million of the notes 
offered to the public. The remaining 
£3 million was subscribed by leading 
South African financial institutions. 

These institutions also have under- 
written that offered to the public. The 
importance of the consolidation is that 
new financial groups for the first time 
are entering an investment field which 
previously was considered outside their 
scope. Thus £6 million will be raised 
from new capital sources in the coun- 
try without having to go to the high- 
priced London market. 


Foreign Trade Rises Sharply 


The value of South African exports 
(excluding gold) for the first three quar- 
ters of 1957 amounted to £333.7 million, 
£40 million more than for the like 
period last year, according to prelim- 
inary statistics released in October, The 
increase may be attributed primarily to 
a rise in the country’s agricultural and 
mineral exports. Large individual in- 
creases were in the exports of wool, up 
£9.6 million; bunker coal and ships’ 
stores, up £8 million; and atomic ma- 
terials, up £7.3 million. Exports of lead 
ore declined £4.4 million. 

On the other hand, the value of im- 
ports was £410.8 million, an increase of 
nearly £33 million over the correspond- 
ing period for 1956. Available data indi- 
cate that imports contributing substan- 
tially to the increase were those under 
the following classifications: Oils, waxes, 
resins; textiles, apparel, yarn, and fi- 
bers; metal, metal manufactures, ma- 
chinery, and vehicles. * 

Despite the increased export level, 
the Union’s gold and foreign exchange 
reserves declined, standing at £106.1 
million at the end of October—a de- 
crease of £.7 million from the end of 
September. Reserves at the end of De- 
cember 1956 were £131 million. Reasons 
for the decline, in the opinion of the 
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South African Reserve Bank, were the 
sharp rise in imports, especially of 
motor vehicles; a less favorable’ level 
of third-quarter exports, which was not 
as high as predicted; and an outflow of 
capital caused by the British bank rate 
of 7 percent. 


Industrial Gains Noted 


Industrial developments reported in 
the Union reflect the steady progress of 
the Union’s economy toward improved 
efficiency and increased productive ca- 
pacity. 

The annual report of the Govern- 
ment’s Electricity Supply Commission 
(ESCOM), published in September, in- 
dicated 12,019 million kilowatt-hours 
were sold in 1956—a 9.6-percent in- 
crease over 1955. The Commission was 
able to supply the full requirements of 
all consumers, and, as in preceding 
years, the mining industry was the 
major consumer. 

Barclays Bank (Dominion, Colonial 
and Overseas) announced a £12-million 
loan for public subscription on behalf 
of ESCOM at 5% percent interest. The 
issue price is £100 a share. The loan 
will mature in 1977-83. Reportedly the 
loan will be used to repay temporary 
borrowing in connection with various 
ESCOM undertakings and also for re- 
payments of principal on a loan from 
the International Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development. 

The Union’s Cabinet approved the 
conclusion of agreements with four 


overseas firms to develop an electronics 


industry in the Union, the press re- 
ports. The Minister of Defense an- 
nounced that the firms concerned ex- 
pect that in from 5 to 8 years the 
Union should be producing 80-100 per- 
cent of all its electronics requirements. 
Development of this industry will mean 
that the Union will manufacture its 
own telephone, telegraph, radar, tele- 
vision, and radio needs, as well as navi- 
gation equipment based on radio or 
radar. Tubes and electronic equipment 
for radio transmitters and receivers 
also will be manufactured. 


Labor Shortages a Growing Problem 

A manpower conference was held in 
Johannesburg in October under the 
auspices of the National Development 
Foundation to discuss primarily the 
lack of skilled and unskilled labor to 
meet the growfhg demand by develop- 
ing industry in South Africa. General 
criticism was made of the Union's “out- 
moded and completely frustrating” im- 
migration machinery. It was pointed out 
that the immigrant is not only a job 
seeker but is also a producer and con- 
sumer, and as such is an asset to the 
country’s economy. Questions were 
also raised about the Union's reserva- 
tions against providing skilled employ- 
ment for non-Europeans. 

The leader of the United Party in a 
political speech promised to set up a 
separate department of immigration if 
his party should come into power. Com- 


mentators agreed that the formation of 
such a department was essential in 
order that the country could gain a suf- 
ficient number of trained European 
workers and technicians for the grow- 
ing industrial and commercial projects 
of the country. 


Mining Expands 

Numerous newspaper articles ap- 
peared in late October commenting on 
the tremendous growth of the Orange 
Free State gold fields and the impor- 
tance to the Union’s economy as a 
whole. Most of the articles were based 
on a speech by the chairman of the 
Orange Free State Companies of Anglo- 
American Corp., before the delegates 
to the Congress of the Association of 
Chambers of Commerce at Welkon on 
October 25. He commented that the 
gold mining industry was as important 
now as ever to the country’s well-being 
and advancement; that the gold output 
in 1956 was the highest yet achieved— 
nearly 16 million ounces, worth £198.5 
million, were recovered, representing 
more than 56 percent of the world pro- 
duction of new gold. South Africa's gold 
production, he stated, will constitute an- 
other record—roughly 17 million ounces, 
worth about £212.4 million. -Granium 
production in 1956 amounted to 8% 
million pounds-weight of uranium ox- 
ide, with working profits of £24% mil- 
lion, he said, and that production in 
1957 is expected to reach over 10 mil- 
lion pounds in weight. Underground de- 
velopment from the 27 shafts sunk in 
the field has proved the existence of 
very large tonnages of rich gold-bearing 
ore, he further stated,. and that an of- 
ficial estimate puts the ultimate gold 
yield at 350 million ounces, worth 
£4,344 million at today’s price for gold 
—a truly astronomical figure. 


An advanced technique for purifying 
brackish water by electrodyalisis was 
developed; and the world’s largest elec- 
trodyalytic desalting plant, utilizing the 
new technique, will be built at the 
Geduld Mine in the Orange Free State. 

The plant, which will be in full opera- 
tion by the end of 1958, is being built 
at a cost of £360,000 and is expected to 
produce 2.5 million gallons of fresh wa- 
ter daily from brackish water pumped 
up from underground. All of the fresh- 
water requirements of both Free State 
Geduld and Western Holdings, and a 
large proportion of the needs of the 
Welkom uranium plant are expected to 
be supplied by the pljant. 

A plant for the extraction of heavy 
mineral concentrates—rutile, ilmenite, 
and zircon—reportedly is being built 
south of Durban at a cost of £1.5 mil- 
lion. The plant machinery, fabricated 
partly in the United States and partly 
in the Union, will be installed as soon 


as the plant buiidings have been come- 
pleted. 

Plans for the improvement of railway, 
harbor, and air facilities have been an- 
(Continued on page 24) 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Household Goods, Hardware Prices 
Generally Stable at Cologne Fair 


Prices of products, with the exception of refrigerators, displayed 
at the Cologne Household Goods and Hardware Fair, September 6-9, 
were generally unchanged from the spring fair. 

Some refrigerator exhibitors announced price reductions ranging 
from 10 to 14 percent. The high level of refrigerator sales last summer 
and better utilization of production facilities partly explained the lower 


quotations. 

West German retailers had agreed 
earlier to reduce considerably profit 
margins, and the industry has started 
producing large American-type refrig- 
erators under manufacturing-licensing 
arrangements with U. S. firms. Prospects 
for sales expansion are regarded 
optimistically, as only one-fifth of all 
households in the Federal Republic has 
refrigerators. Moreover, exports of 
these appliances have grown from 3 per- 
cent of total production in 1950 to 21.5 
percent in 1956. 


Glass, Ceramic, Porcelain 


Products Up 6-10 Percent 


In contrast to the declining price 
trend in the refrigeration industry, 
prices of glass, ceramic, and porcelain 
products showed increases of from 6 
to 10 percent since last year’s fall ex- 
hibition. Apparently these commodity 
groups were subject to higher produc- 
tion costs resulting from higher wages 
and a shorter work week. However, 
the volume of orders remained satis- 
factory, according to most exhibitors 
of these items. 


Household Hardware 
Sells Relatively Well 


The fair, which as in the past was 
restricted to the trade, attracted 40,- 
000 buyers from 60 foreign countries. 
Despite the decline in building activity, 
household hardware, such as_ tools, 
locks, and fittings, sold relatively welhk 
Buyer interest was also shown in im- 
proved household utensils, home appli- 
ances, automatic washers, and oil 
stoves. 

Likewise a good market existed for 
all types of plastic articles, which were 
presented in a wide variety of items 
for household and hardware use. Pur- 
chases of cutlery reflected buyer pref- 
erence for simple design rather than 
the more ornamental types favored in 
previous years. 

Generally, it was noted that industry 
continues to emphasize improvement in 
design and quality of housewares and 
hardware and is less inclined to intro- 
duce novelty items. 


Number of Foreign 
Exhibitors Increases 


The growing importance of the 
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Cologne Household Goods and Hard- 
ware Fair was evidenced by the in- 
creased number of foreign exhibitors. 
Participation totaled 1,212 exhibitors, 
including 91 firms representing 13 for- 
eign countries, as compared with 1,076 
exhibitors, including 60 foreign con- 
cerns, registered at the 1956 fall event. 
Two American firms were represented: 
Kelvinator Export Division of Ameri- 
can Motors Corp., Detroit, and Progress 
Sales Co., Joliet, Ill. / 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
fall Household Goods and Hardware 
Fair are available on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

The 1958 spring Household Goods and 
Hardware Fair will be held at Cologne, 
February 28-March 3.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Duesseldorf. 


Chicago Navy Pier Site of 
Auto Accessories Exposition 


The nation’s greatest concentration of 
buying powér in the automobile acces- 
sories retail field will be centralized at 
the Navy Pier, Chicago, February 3-6, 
on the occasion of the 3lst Annual Na- 
tional Auto Accessories Exposition, ac- 
cording to the sponsoring organization, 
the Automotive Accessories Manufac- 
turers of America (AAMA), 

Anticipating a record participation by 
exhibitors, AAMA predicts full occu- 
pancy of the more than 300,000 square 
feet of display space. Most booth spaces 
measure 10x10 feet, and are available 
singly or in multiples at $2.25 a square 
foot. Exhibitor participation is limited 
to manufacturers only. Both domestic 
and foreign producers are welcome. 

In addition to automobile accessories 
and parts, the exhibition will serve as 
a display and demonstration center for 
radio and television sets, electrical ap- 
pliances, toys, bicycles, hardware and 
paints, fishing tackle and _ sporting 
goods, and similar items sold by nearly 
all automobile accessory retail outlets. 

Request for additional information 
may be directed to Automotive Acces- 
sories Manufacturers of America, 1 Bala 
Avenue, Bala-Cynwyd, Pa. 





Men's Attire Shown 
At Fair in Cologne 


The display of spring and summer 
collections of men’s outer garments by 
some 140 leading German and foreign 
manufacturers in a collective exhibit en- 
titled “‘Men’s Fashion Week” was one 
of the highlights of the Textile and 
Clothing Fair at Cologne, West Ger- 
many, September 15-17. 

This exhibition, in which important 
producer firms from Germany and from 
eight foreign countries participated, en- 
abled manufacturers and buyers to ex- 
amine and compare quality and style 
of the various items of apparel on dis- 
play. Judging from the exhibits, the 
trend is. toward light suits for all occa- 
sions, with clothing manufactured from 
fully synthetic materials growing in 
popularity. A fashion show, arranged 
by the German Institute for Men’s Fash- 
ion, was an additional attraction. 


Other Exhibits Included 


Other exhibits at the Textile and 
Clothing Fair included-all types of tex- 
tile products. In addition to men’s ap- 
parel and accessories, exhibitors showed 
ladies’ and children’s outer garments, 
knit goods, hats, shawls, decorator tex- 
tiles and fabrics, and leather goods. 
One section devoted to handicrafts in- 
cluded offerings and samples of all types 
of knitting and embroidery materials, 
handmade items, and handicraft appli- 
ances and accessories. 

In an exhibition of production equip- 
ment, held concurrently with the Fifth 
Assembly of the Ready-Made Clothing 
Institute, 54 firms demonstrated the 
latest machinery and production tech- 
niques employed in modern clothing 
manufacture. Commercial results in this 
sector reportedly were so satisfactory 
that the management was requested to 
arrange for a similar exhibit every 
year instead of biennially. 


640 Exhibitors Participate 


A total of 640 exhibitors participated 
in the fair, of which 12 percent were 
foreign, representing 13 countries. At- 
tendance, which was restricted to the 
trade, totaled 30,000 persons from 40 
countries, 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
Cologne Textile and Clothing Fair are 
available on loan from the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25 D, C. 

The 1958 spring event of the Textile 
and Clothing Fair at Cologn@ is. sched- 
uled for March 9-11.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Duesseldorf, 





Wheat production in the United King- 
dom during 1957 is reported at 98.6 
million bushels, compared with 106.2 
million in 1956, according to the Foreign 
Agricultural Service. 
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U. S. businessmen planning to visit 
the Fifth British Toy Fair, to be staged 
at Brighten, February 17-22, may ob- 
tain a voucher entitling them to free 
rail transportation between London and 
Brighton by applying to T..V, Thomas, 
roy Fair Organizer, 94 Hatton Garden, 
London E.C.1, England, Trains leave for 
Brighton from Victoria Station, London, 
every 30 minutes. 

The fair will be open daily from 9 
a.m, to 6 p.m., except the last day, Sat- 

rday, February 22, when the hours will 
be 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Admission will be 


restricted to the trade—Fair pros- 
pectus, 





Loan copies of the official catalog of 
the 1957 Export and Sample Fair staged 
at Dornbirn, Austria, are available 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., and from the Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Offices at New 
York City, Boston, Chicago, Los An- 
geles, San Francisco, New Orleans, and 
Dallas. 

A review of the 1957 Dornbirn Fair 
was published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, October 7, 1957, page 27.—U. S. 
Iembassy, Vienna. 





The Third International Textile Ex- 
position is to be staged at Milan, Italy, 
September 10-21, 1959, as a result of a 
decision reached at a recent meeting in 
Brussels of the Comite Europeen des 
Constructeurs de Materiel Textile. The 
event will be organized by the Asso- 
ciazione Costruttori Italiani di Macch- 
inaria per i’Industria Tessile (ACIMIT), 
Piazza Dias 2, Milan, Italy. 

The International Textile Exposition 
was first held at Lille, France, in 1951. 
The second exposition, staged at Brus- 
sels in 1955, included displays of .708 
exhibitors from 17 countries.-—U, S. 
Consulate General, Milan. 





Official invitations to participate in 
the Seventh Washington State Inter- 
national Trade Fair, which will be held 
at Seattle, April 11-20, have been sent 
to 43 Pacific Rim nations from Albert 
D. Rossellini, Governor of the State of 
Washington, 

Taiwan and Korea already have an- 
nounced their intentions to mount na- 
tive handicraft exhibits at the fair. Fair 
officials expect participation by some 
20 to 30 foreign countries.—-Washington 
State International Trade Fair Bulletin 
news release, 
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Clothing Trades To Show in Milan 


The Second International Textile Market for the Clothing Trades, 
the MITAM, dedicated to the display of the newest fabrics and clothing 
accessories for the 1958 autumn-winter season, is scheduled to take 
place at the Milan Fair Textile and Clothing Pavilion, Piazza 6 Febbraio, 
Milan, Italy, January 25-February 2, 1958. 


MITAM was organized in the spring of 
1957 to provide a general meeting place 
twice a year for the exhibition ef tex- 
tiles and other related articles, such as 
buttons, laces, zippers, and accessory 
items, used in the manufacture of cloth- 
ing. It is intended to eliminate expen- 
sive and time-consuming buying trips 
by bringing together in one place*the 
textile products of Italy and other coun- 
tries for exhibition to Italian and for- 
eign buyers. 

About 100 exhibitors, including 6 non- 
Italian firms, have reserved space for 
the January exhibition. The sponsors 
hope the total number of participants 
will reach 130. 


Admission Restricted 

As at the first MITAM, admission will 
be restricted to exhibitors, wholesale 
and retail buyers, journalists, and spe- 
cial guests. 

Information concerning participation 
and visitors’ admission cards may be 
obtained from MITAM, Piazza San Ba- 
bila 4/d, Milan, Italy. 

More than 100 Italian manufacturers 
of textiles, buttons, and laces partici- 
pated in the first MITAM staged at 
Milan, July 13-21, 1957. Exact attend- 











New Watercraft To 
Be Seen in Olympia 


Exhibits by the more than 250 firms 
expected to participate in the Fourth 
British National Boat Show at Olym- 
pia, London, January 1-11, will repre- 
sent the latest and best in contemporary 
design and technical experience.e 

Racing yachts, motor cruisers and 
launches, dinghies, canoes, hydroplanes 
and inflatable craft will be displayed, 
together with a wide range of boats 
constructed of glass fiber and by hot- 
molded processes. Thousands of special- 
ized products designed to meet the needs 
of boatmen the world over will be ex- 
hibited among the usual marine equip- 
ment, accessories, engines, sails, and 
fittings. 

Special facilities intended to assure 
the enjoyment of the exhibition are 
available to foreign visitors. Free ad- 
mission will be accorded those present- 
ing their passports, and arrangements 
can be made for interested buyers to be 
escorted through the show. 

Inquiries concerning the Fourth Brit- 
ist National Boat Show may be directed 
to the Secretary, Ship and Boat Build- 
ers’ National Federation, 205 Regent 
Street, London W.1, England, 





ance figures are not available for the 
entire period, but it was announced that 
515 buyers attended the last day of the 
show. These ineluded 126 foreign repre- 
sentatives, many of whom were Swiss 
and German, and 9 from the United 
States. 


Thete had been some skepticism prior 
to the July exhibition regarding its suc- 
cess because the readymade clothing 
industry in Italy is still a young and 
relatively undeveloped one. Now it is 
believed that MITAM will serve to give 
added stimulus to this industry. 


U. S. Textile Industry 
Invited to British Show 


U. S. producers and suppliers of tex- 
tile machinery and equipment are in- 
vited to display their products in the 
International Textile Machinery and 
Accessories Exhibition to be held at the 
Belle Vue Exhibition Grounds, Man- 
chester, England, October 15-25, 1958. 

Organized by the Textile Recorder 
Exhibition Co. which, since 1934, has 
promoted in Britain a number of inter- 
national textile and knitting machinery 
shows, the exhibition will be a special- 
ized dspilay of machinery, accessories, 
and ancillary equipment used in the 
production of textiles. 

Exhibits will include production items 
for spinning, warp and weft prepara- 
tion, weaving, bleaching, dyeing and fin- 
ishing processes for natural and man- 
made fibers, as well as textile dyes and 
chemicals, lubricants, and transmission 
and control equipment. -Virtually every 
commodity, with the exception of knit- 
ting equipment, used in textile mills 
will be shown and demonstrated in the 
140,000-square-foot exh‘bition area. Ex- 
hibitors from Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden, 
Switzerland, the United Kingdom, the 
United States, and West Germany are 
expected to participate. 

Requests’ for additional information, 
including space rates and exhibit rules 
and regulations, may be directed to Tex- 
tile Recorder (Machinery & Accessories) 
Exhibitions, Ltd., Old Colony House, 
South King Street, Manchester 2, 
England. 





Japan used nearly 900,000 pounds 
more of U. S. leaf tobacco during the 
first half of 1957 than in January-June 
1956, according to the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service. 
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Netherlands Economy:... 
(Continued from page $3) 
rencies and the Netherlands Bank re- 
instituted some of its previously can- 
celed general licenses for dealings in 
foreign exchange. Gold and foreign ex- 
change holdings rose to 3,488 million 
guilders, compared with 3,279 million 
in September 1957, which represents 
a real net improvement despite a draw- 
ing of 261 million guilders from the 

International Monetary Fund. 

Capital issues with high yields proved 
successful, although the capital market 
remained tight. 

The indexes of share prices have fol- 
lowed the New York and London trends. 
The general share index in October 
was 184, down 10 points from the 
preceding year. 

Agriculture Results Average 


Although production has been above 
the average, except for fruit and some 
underground crops such as potatoes, the 
quality of some crops, especially the 
grain crop, has been only fair. The 
sugar beet harvest amounted to about 
265 metric tons, 40,000 tons higher 
than in 1956. It should satisfy about 75 
percent of Netherlands domestic re- 
quirements. 

The Netherlands authorities have 
agreed in principle to grant licenses for 
import of certain quantities of U. S. 
poultry. Although the Netherlands is a 
net exporter of eggs and poultry, U. S. 
producers are expected to find a mar- 
ket for cut up, frozen, ready-to-cook 
broilers which the Netherlands does 
not produce at present.—U. S. Embassy, 
The Hague. 


South African... 


(Continued from page 21) 
nounced. Reportedly, £72 million will be 
spent during the current financial year 
as part of the Union’s £412.5-million 
plan to increase the carrying capacity 
of the railways and improve the har- 
bors. Approximately £153.3 million has 
already been expended on improve- 
ments. Among important projects 
planned are the purchase of locomo- 
tives, the electrification of existing 
lines, and improvement of facilities to 
native townships. 

Ten harbor cranes, believed to be the 
first ever made in South Africa, are 
among the contracts worth well in ex- 
cess of £1 million which South African 
Railways and Harbors have placed with 
an all-South African engineering com- 
pany with works at Boksburg and East 
London, These new contracts are addi- 
tions to several other valuable contracts 
that the Railways and other South Afri- 
can Government departments have 
placed with South African engineering 
firms beginning to bid on contracts that 
previously have gone to oversea firms. 
That they are able to compete success- 
fully is evidenced by the contracts being 
awarded to them.—U. S, Embassy, Pre- 
toria. 
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Japan Steel Firm To Use 
Some U. S. Equipment 


A credit of $26 million to the largest 
steel company in the Far East, Yawata 
Iron & Steel Co. of Japan, will enable 
numerous U. S. firms to sell equipment 
io that company to be used in a mod- 
ernization and expansion program, 
scheduled for completion in 1961, cost- 
ing $247 million. 


Purchases in the United States will 
consist mainly of equipment for two 
hot-strip mills, two cold-strip mills, an 
electrolytic tinning line, continuous 
strip annealing line, an extrusion mill, 
a silicon steel-strip mill, and a galvan- 
izing line. 

Major U. S. suppliers of this equip- 
ment Will be Mesta Machine Co., of 
Pittsburgh; United Engineering and 
Foundry Co. of Pittsburgh; Wean En- 
gineering Co., of Warren, Ohio; and the 
Electric Furnace Co. of Salem, Ohio. 

Yawata plans to purchase, in addi- 
tion, about $12.4 million of equipment 
in Europe, mainly from German con- 
cerns. 

The new equipment in Yawata’s 
plants will contribute to Japan’s for- 
eign exchange earnings, essential to 
the nation’s economy, through greater 
direct export sales of steel-mill prod- 
ucts and in stimulating greater exports 
of manufactured items. 

On its new mills, Yawata will be able 
to produce wider sizes of flat-rolled 
products. Of major importance will be 
the expanded output of electrolytic tin- 
plate. These developments will enable 
the company to sell in markets in 
which it now is at a disadvantage be- 
cause of the narrower sizes produced. 

Yawata’s expenditures on its expan- 


sion program will provide for reclama- 


tion of land from the sea, development 
of docks, new transport and power fa- 
cilities, as well as a thorough modern- 
ization of its iron and steel furnaces 
and blooming mill. Other heavy local 
expenditures will be made on the hot 
and cold strip mills, the silicon steel- 
strip mill, and other finishing lines. 


Heavy Reliance on U. S. Technicians 


Postwar reconstruction and expansion 
of Japanese steel plants indicates a 
heavy reliance on U. S. equipment and 
technical assistance. Several of the 
Yawata rolling mills currently in oper- 
ation are of U. S. design. Furthermore, 
the invitation of technical advisers from 
U. S. Steel Corp., Armco Steel Corp., 
and Electric Furnace Co. to Yawata 
and the sending of Yawata engineers 
to various U. S. mills for training in 
new steelmaking techniques have helped 
Yawata attain a technical level com- 
parable with other major steel produc- 
ing centers of the world. 

Yawata produces the greatest variety 
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Swiss Trade in Photo Products Up 


Switzerland’s exports of photographic products increased 16.2 per- 
cent during the first 9 months of 1957, while imports advanced 22.7 
percent, compared with the like period of 1956, according to statistics 
compiled by the Scientific, Motion Picture, and Photographic Products 
Division, Business and Defense Services Administration, U. S. Depart- 


ment of Commerce. 


Total exports in the first 9 months of 1957 were valued at 34,915,- 
840 francs (1 franc=US$0.234), comparéd with 30,048,684 francs for 
the corresponding period of 1956. Imports were 32, 353, 142 francs and 


26,367,407, respectively. 


Swiss foreign shipments of photo- 
graphic apparatus, including motion- 
picture cameras and equipment, in the 
first three quarters of 1957 were 17.6 
percent higher than in 1956. Sales of 
sensitized film and plates increased 6.2 
percent, while sensitized photographic 
paper recorded a slight gain. 

Swiss imports of photographic appa- 
ratus in the first 9 months of 1957 
totaled 11,738,329 francs, 27.3 percent 





greater than in the like period of the 
preceding year. 

Purchases of sensitized film and plates 
amounted to 11,674,428 francs during 
the first three quartets of 1957, an 11.7- 
percent gain over 1956. Sensitized pho- 
tographic paper imports increased 25.1 
percent. 

The following table shows in detail 
Switzerland's foreign trade in photo- 
graphic products during the first 9 
months of 1956 and 1957. 


Swiss Foreign Trade in Photographic Products, First 9 Months 
of 1956 and 1957 


Exports 
ponder. Sie 1956 - 1967 
Kilograms' Francs* Kilograms' Francs* 
I he 151,081 1,467,563 142,820 1,474,545 
Film and gas plates, sensitized .................... 54,084 1,414,161 47,790 1,502,174 
Photographic and motion- picture~ 
i eh 166,330 27,166,960 207,382 31,939,121 
ERR ARE i SAE Re sane 371,445 30,048,684 397,992 34,915,840 
Imports 
I IE ai Siw ccctiissnsceestivcstoccesnesiesee 786,277 7,145,334 932, 8,940,985 
Film and glass plates, sensitized . 331,920 10,003, 988 370, 11,674,428 
Photographic and motion-picture 
IY hc i iil cect disaccictienne 103,318 9,218,085 128,516 11,738,329 
ERT RES She ee eee 1,221,515 26,367,407 1,430,616 32,353,742 


11 kilogram=2.2046 
21 Swiss franc=U 


* Includes motion- picture cameras and apparatus. 


Source: Swiss Customs Statistics. 





of Japanese steel products, and ac- 
counts for about one-third of the na- 
tional output. Before the war, Yawata 
works constituted a large part of the 
facilities of the Japan Iron & Steel Co. 
Yawata Iron & Steel Co. was estab- 
lished April 1, 1950, as an independent 


entity. 


From a postwar low of about 400,000 
metric tons of steel ingots in 1946, 
plants of Yawata Steel Co. were ex- 
panded to some 2.6 million metric tons 
of ingot capacity by 1956. Greatest ex- 
pansion occurred in the first 5-year 
equipment modernization program 
started in 1951. 


Flat-Rolled Products To Increase 


In 1956 Yawata, along with other 
Japanese steel companies, embarked on 
another modernization program which 
will greatly increase output of flat- 
rolled products. Yawata’s production 
facilities consist of an integrated steel 
works known as the Yawata Area on 
Kyushu Island, an adjacent rolling and 
finishing mill operation known as the 





Tobata Area, and a rolling mill, prin- 
cipally a new modern wire rod mill, at 
Hikari on Honshu Island across the 
Inland Sea. 


Domestic iron ore production in 1956 
totaled slightly over 1 million tons, To- 
gether with other iron material, such 
as iron sands and pyrite sinter, it sup- 
plied nearly 40 per cent of Japan’s iron 
ore requirements for pig iron and steel- 
making, estimated at 11 million tons. 
Concerted efforts are being made for 
expansion of mining facilities, the de- 
velopment of rail transportation, and 
improvement of ports and harbors in 
India and Southeast Asia to meet these 
raw material demands of Japan. 

The current expansion program is de- 
signed to increase pig-iron production 
from 1,925,000 metric tons in 1956 to 
3,349,000 metric tons in 1961. During 
the same period ingot output is expected 
to increase from 2,673,000 metric tons 
to 4,349,000 metric tons and finished 


(Continued on page 28) 
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World Trade Advisory Committee 
Holds First Quarterly Meeting 


Forty-eight top business executives from all parts of the United 
States met with U. S. Department of Commerce officials on December 16 
in Washington, D. C., and, in general, supported the Administration’s 
proposal for a 5-year extension of the Trade Agreements Act. 

The all-day meeting at the Willard Hotel was the first of quarterly 
sessions to be held each year of the new World Trade Advisory Com- 
mittee appointed by Secretary Weeks to advise the Department in 
carrying out its responsibilities in promoting foreign trade, travel, and 


investment. 


Secretary Weeks told the group that 
international trade is a growing enter- 
prise of great volume and stressed its 
importance to the U. S. economy both 
to industry and workers. “I think it is 
possible,” he said, “to steer a middle 
course between free traders and pro- 
tectionists, maintaining present liberal 
trade policies while at the same time 
preventing damage to domestic indus- 
try.” 

Henry Kearns, Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for International Affairs, 
who presided at the meeting, said the 
first session was primarily to acquaint 
the Committee with the Administra- 
tion’s thinking on-U. S. foreign trade 
policy and problems. He said: “The 
world trade picture is changing so fast 
we need to keep in constant contact 
with this independent body to reap the 
enefit of their experience.” 


Three Questions Posed 
To Committee Groups 


To give each member an opportunity 
to voice his views, the Committee was 
divided into groups of 6 for simultaneous 
roundtable discussion of the Administra- 
tion’s program for renewal of the Trade 
Agreements Act. To stimulate their 
thinking, three questions were posed; 
and the following “best” answers were 
chosen by the Committee as a whole: 


@® What is the one strongest argument 
in favor of Administration proposals? 
Answer: A 5-year extension of the Trade 
Agreements Act is necessary for con- 
tinuity in a successful and expanding 
free world trade. 

@ What is the one strongest argu- 
ment in opposition to the Administra- 
tion proposals? Answer: Unlimited del- 
egation of Congressional authority . to 
the President for a 5-year period. 


® What is your one best suggestion 
for the Executive Branch’s response to 
the strongest argument in opposition 
to the proposals? Answer: Prescribed 
limitations plus consultations with sev- 
eral Cabinet officers comprising the 
Trade Policy Committee assures deci- 
sions in the best national interest. The 
alternative is Congressional action on 
individual tariffs which experience has 
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proved to be bad. 

Committeemen voiced the opinion that 
the Administration’s proposals were 
timely in view of the need for contin- 
uing negotiating powers essential in 
meeting the challenge of the forthcom- 
ing European Common Market. Others 
pointed out the difficulties experienced 
by the U. S. hardwood plywood and 
textile industries in the face of foreign 
competition, and stated that there should 
be some method devised whereby the 
“escape clause” procedure could be more 
speedily invoked where it is found to 
be justified. 


U. S. Nonmilitary Exports 
Rise to $19.5 Billion 


Assistant Secretary Kearns told the 
Committee that U. S. nonmilitary ex- 
ports rose to $19.5 billion in 1957 from 
$17.3 billion in 1956. The largest in- 
crease was in trade with Western Eu- 
rope, which was roughly double the 
1953 level, but substantial gains also 
were made in exports to Canada, Latin 
America, and the Far East. 

U. S. imports reached $12.6 billion in 
1956 ard were slightly higher in 1957. 
U. S. sales abroad in 1958 probably will 
be below the extraordinary level of 
1957, but still high in comparison with 
any earlier year. Indications are that 
imports will not show much change 
from 1957, 


U.S. Private Oversea 
Investment Increases 


Edgar R. Baker, Managing Director 
of Time-Life International, New York 
City, addressed the group on the subject 
of private oversea investment, stating 
that net new U. S. private investment 
abroad doubled from just over $1 billion 
in the first half of 1956 to a little over 
$2 billion by first-half 1957. Much of the 
increase was in Western Europe in 
preparation for the Common Market. 
Latin America showed the largest gain 
of all, mostly because of heavy expen- 
ditures for oil exploration in Venezuela. 

Mr. Baker pointed out, however, that 
only 10 percent of U. S. private oversea 
investment is in the underdeveloped 
countries of Asia, the Middle East, and 
North Africa, which represent half the 


world’s population. It is these countries, 
where per capita income has been re- 
tarded, that the ideological battle is 
being fought. While it is true that the 
primary responsibility for creating a 
favorable investment climate rests with 
the governments of these countries, the 
United States ha: a political stake in 
assisting them to develop their econ- 
omies, he said. 

In a general discussion of various 
methods proposed to stimulate private 
foreign investment, Committeemen were 
in favor of the proposal currently being 
studied by President Eisenhower’s Com- 
mission on Foreign Economic Policy to 
extend the 14-point tax concession to 
countries outside the Western Hemi- 
sphere. 


Trade Fair, Trade Mission 
Program Review Submitted 


A review of the Department’s inter- 
national trade fair and trade mission 
programs was presented to the group, 
which recommended continuance and 
expansion of the progrems. Commit- 
teemen also felt that the Department 
should continue its work in eliminating 
barriers to international travel, but 
should not get into direct travel promo- 
tion which can best be done by private 
enterprise. 

Discussing export controls, some mem- 
bers expressed the opinion that the 
Administration .had been “unrealistic” 
in continuing the U. S. embargo against 
trade with communist China. 

Assistant Secretary Kearns said it 
was the Department’s intention to ap- 
point subcommittees from the World 
Trade Advisory Committee charged with 
advising the Department on its pro- 
grams for international trade fairs, 
trade missions, export controls, import 
development, private overseas invest- 
~ment, publications, international serv- 
ices, and trade legislation. ‘These sub- 
committees would be kept in constant 
touch with the Department through 
correspondence, 

The meeting was attended by the fol- 
lowing industry Committee members: 

John C. Beukema, secretary, Muskegon 
Progress & Development Fund, North Mus- 
kegon, Michigan; . H. Bohlmann, export 
manager, Seamless Rubber Co., New Haven, 
Connecticut; James C. Bolton, chairman, Rap- 
ides Bank & Trust Co., Alexandria, Louisiana; 
A. D. Bond, vice-president, foreign opera- 
tions, A. P. Green Fire Brick Co., Mexico, 
Missouri; Ingram F. Boyd, Jr., president, 
Boyd’s Inc., St. Louis, Missouri; James L 
Buckley, president, Georgia-Pacific Alaska 
Co., Equitable Building, Portland, Oregon 

H. J. Casey, manager, International Divi- 
sion, Tung-Sol Electric Inc., Newark, New 
Jersey; Reuben G. Clark, president, Savan- 
nah nk & Trust Co., Savannah, Georgia; 
John W. Coolidge, vice-president, United Shoe 
Machinery Corp., Boston, Massachusetts; 
Frank M. Cruger, partner, Indiana Manufac- 
turers Sune Co., Indianapolis, Indiana; 
Frank P. D’Aquila, vice-president and sales 
manager, Iowa Manufacturing Export Sales 
Co., Cedar Rapids, Iowa; George . Dowdy, 
executive vice-president and general manager, 
Belk Bros. Co., Charlotte, North Carolina. 

Joseph F. Fazzano, secretary, Imperial Knife 
Co., Providence, Rhode Island; Percy H. 
Fish, director of foreign operations, Califor- 
nia Packing Co., San Francisco, California; 
Lamar Fleming, Jr., chairman of the board, 
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Anderson, Clayton Co., Houston 1, Texas; 


Victor C. Folson, foreign law department, 
Sterling Drug Inc., New York, New York; 
Alfred C. Fuller, chairman of the board, 


Fuller Brush Co., Hartford 15, Connecticut. 
J. Ves agberr. president, Duluth National 
Bank, Duluth Minnesota; Joyce C. Hall, _pres- 
jdent, Hallmark Cards, Ine., Kansas City, 
Missouri; R. B. Hansen, vice- president, Gates 
Rubber Co., Denver, Colorado; Donald M, 
Hastings, president, H. G. Hastings Seeds 
Co., Atlanta, Georgia; J. C. Heraper, import 
manager, J. L. Hudson Co., Detroit, Michi- 
gan; Clarence E. Hill, vice-president, Harris, 
Upham & Co., Minneapolis, Minnesota; Houl- 
der Hudgins, professor of business admin- 
istration, School of Industrial Management, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts; O. A. Jackson, vice- 
resident, foreign department, Continental 
filinois National Bank & Trust Co. of Chi- 
cago, Chicago, Illinois; Castes Ww. Kitchen, 
i71- 4% Street, NW, Washington ne” 


E. Locke, Jr., president, Union Tank Car 
Co., Chicago, Illinois; Richard G. Lurie, editor, 
American Exporter, New York, New York; 

H. Marfu ugel, ¥ vice-president, Lionel Corp. 
Irngton, Jersey; Wade G. McCa 
president, McCargo-Baldwin, Richmond, r- 
vinia: J. Q. McDonald, president, Caterpillar 
Americas 0., Peoria, bat nois; E. R. Mitchell, 

manager, The Union Light, wn S. —s 
Co., Covington, Kentucky; W. B. urphy. 
resident, ampbell Soup Co., onion 
Jersey: William LaC. Neilson, Jr., general 
sales manager, Greenfield Tap and Die Corp., 
Greenfield, Massachusetts; John Nuveen, 
chairman of the board, John Nuveen Co., Chi- 
cago 3, Illinois. 

Carl J. Otto, vice-president, Missouri Meer- 
schaum Co., Washington, Missouri; Cc. 
Parker, 1128 West Ocean Front, New Port 
Beach, California; Walter Randolph, vice- 
resident, American Farm Bureau Federation, 
hontgomery, Alabama; Philip D. Reed, chair- 
man of the board, General Electric Co., New 
York, New York; Robert H. Reynolds, presi- 
dent, Rocky Mountain Export Co., Inc., Denver, 
Colorado; Mrs. Oscar M. Ruebhatsen, mem- 
ber ofthe national board, League of Women 
Voters, New York 22, New York: Frank M. 
Ryan, vice-president, Norton Behr-Manning 


Overseas, Inc., Worcester, Massachusetts. 
Nathan Shainberg, president, Sam Shain- 
berg Dry Goods Co., Memphis, Tennessee; 


Henry D. Sharpe, Jr., president, Brown & 
Sharpe Mfg. Cos Providence, R. I1.; A. B. 
Sparboe, vice-president, overseas’ division, 
Pillsbury Mills, Inc., Minneapolis, Minnesota; 
Reed Sprinkel, president, Fontana Paving, 
Inc., Fontana, California; George L. Stearns, 
2nd, president, L. L. Stearns & Sons, Wil- 
liamsport, Pennsylvania: Reese H. Taylor, 
chairman of the board, Union Oil Co. of Cal- 
ifornia, Los Angeles, California; Gaylord C. 
Whipple, a. r, foreign department, Quak- 
er Oats Co hicago, Illinois; Preston G. 
Woolf, president, American Beverage & Sup- 
ply Corp., Indianapolis, Indiana. 





Assistant Secretary 


Issues Statement 


Henry Kearns, Assistant Secretary 
of Commerce for Iniernational Affairs, 
has issued the following statement: 

It has been brought to my attention 
that some misunderstanding seems to 
exist in certain trade circles as to the 
attitude of the newly organized World 
Trade Advisory Committee of the Com- 
merce Department with respect to the 
U. S. policy of embargo on trade with 
communist China. 


At the recent all-day session of this 
Committee, during a short review of 
the functions of the Export Control 
Act, the trade embargo with communist 
China was mentioned. No vote of the 
Committee was taken. Out of an at- 
tendance of 47 members 3 briefly voiced 
disapproval of certain commercial as- 
pects of the embargo. 


Officials described national defense 
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and foreign policy reasons for the cur- 
rent embargo. They also explained’ that 
any trade with communist China would 
be small since the Chinese communists 
had meager means of earning U. S. 
dollars. It was pointed out that the 
United States now has other sources of 
supply fot major items previously im- 
ported from mainland China, such as 
soybeans, tung oil, hog bristles, and em- 
broidered goods. 


In addition to this passing reference 
to the embargo, the all-day meeting re- 
ceived reports from officials on the vari- 
Ous services to the public by the Com- 
merce Department’s Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce. Reviews were presented 
of the Government’s trade program, 
including two-way trade promotion, 
U. S. investment abroad, travel, inter- 
national trade fairs, trade missions, etc. 
Reports also were givén on the Euro- 
pean Common Market, the Administra- 
tion’s program for. 5-year extension of 
the Trade Agreements Act, and other 
measures to strengthen the economy 
of the United States and the free world 
through trade. 


Discussion by Committee members 
followed and valuable suggestions were 
offered in accordance with the objec- 
tive of this advisory group of business 
executives and trade experts outside of 
Government. As a result of the Commit- 
tee’s activities, the Department has 
been helped in its decision-making and 
operations. Future conferences and co- 
operation are planned. 





U. S. Export Privileges 
Denied to Austrian Firm 


Industrie-Warenverkehr and its man- 
ager, Georg Eigler, of Vienna, Austria, 
have been denied all U. S. export 
privileges for 60 days pending further 
investigation of unauthorized. disposi- 
tion of 100 tons of U. S.-origin tetra- 
ethyl-lead, the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has announced. 

The temporary denial, effective Tues- 
day, December 17, also cancels all out- 
standing licenses naming Eigler and 
his firm in any way, and applies to ship- 
ments to Canada as well as all other 
destinations. 

BFC said the tetra-ethyl-lead, valued 
at over $83,000. Had been licensed for 
export from tne United States only for 
a specified refinery in Austria. Indus- 
trie-Warenverkehr, as the U. S. export- 
er’s agent, received control of the mate- 
rial when it reached Trieste enroute to 
Austria and sold it to an unauthorized 
consignee for an unauthorized destina- 
tion. Tetra-ethyl-lead is a highly stra- 
tegic anti-knock gasoline compound. 

BFC’s order was issued to prevent 
further diversion of U. S. goods, since 
the Austrian firm acts as agent for sev- 
eral U. S. exporters. 


The denial order prohibits Eigler and 
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New Farm Surplus Pact 
Signed With Greece 


A new agreement for the sale to 
Greece for local currency of $19.8 mil- 
lion worth of surplus agricultural prod- 
ucts, including certain transportation 
costs, was announced by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture on December 18. 

The commodity composition of this 
agreement, in millions of dollars, is 
as follows: Wheat, $11.4; feed grains, 
$4.7; and dairy products, $0.63. 

As in other P. L. 480 agreements, the 
sales will be made by private U. S. 
traders. 

Slightly over half of the drachmae 
accruing in this agreement is set aside 
for an economic development loan to 
Greece. A smaller portion is to be used 
for agricultural marketing development, 
and for various educational expenditures 
under American programs in Greece. 

The balance will be set aside for 
loans to U. S. and Greek private enter- 


prises by the Export-Import Bank of 
Washington. 





Salk Vaccine Export 
Quota Established 


An export quota of 5 million cubic 
centimeters has been established for 
poliomyelitis (Salk) vaccine in the first 
quarter of 1958, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has announced, It is the 
same as that set in the fourth quarter. 


The quota will be licensed according 
to present criteria, under which priority 
is given to countries most urgently in 
need of the vaccine, and which main- 
tain adequate immunization programs. 


Quantities licensed up to December 10 
against the fourth-quarter quota are as 
follows: Argentina, 697,977 cc’s; Brazil, 
133,443; Chile, 100,188; Cuba, 55,874; 
Colombia, 45,009; ~Egypt, 45,000; Fin- 
land, 15,219; Hungary, 225,000; Iceland, 
2,700; Italy, 31,500; Jamaica, 25,002; 
Mexico, 185,013; Netherlands, 75,168; 
Netherlands West Indies, 15,525; Nor- 
way, 90,000; Nicaragua, 4,050; Pa:a- 
guay, 4,950; Rumania, 114,993; Federa- 
tion of Rhodesia and Nygsaland, 1J,008; 
Switzerland, 32,850; Spain, 396,738; 
West Germany, 640,593; Yugoslavia, 
133,002; and others, 7,785, 





his firm, or any other person or firm 
with whom they may be associated, 
from receiving, delivering, or otherwise 
participating in U. S. exports, either 
directly or indirectly, and whether or 
not such exports have been completed. 
It further states that no export or re- 
lated service involving exports from the 
United States may be performed for 
them by any firm or person. 
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Export Controls Eased For Certain 
Ferrous and Nonferrous Materials 


Export licensing restrictions on certain ferrous and nonferrous ma- 
terials will be eased for the first quarter of 1958, reflecting improved 
domestic sipply in these commodities, the Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


has announced. 

Effective January 1, a first-quarter 
export quota of 7,000 short tons has 
been set for rerolling rails weighing 
over 60 pounds a yard. Rerolling rails 
weighing 60 pounds or less a yard and 
used rails have been open-ended. This 
means that such rails are no longer 
subject to quantitative export limita- 
tions. 

Certain other special provisions for 
export licensing of rerolling rails also 
have been removed. Within the 7,000-ton 
quota, BFC will no longer limit the 
quantity of rerolling rails weighing 
over 60 pounds a yard which may be 
shipped to any one country. 

In addition, certification of availability 
and statement of past participation in 
exports no longer are required in con- 
nection with applications to export re- 
rolling rails weighing 60 pounds a yard 
or less. However, these requirements 
still apply to all ofher reroljing rails. 
In the preceding quarter, all rerolling 
rails were limited to an-export quota of 
10,000 short tons, and only 50 percent 
of the quota could be shipped to any 
one country. Used rail were under a 
4,500-ton expo limitation. 


Nickel, Nickel-Bearing 
Scrap Quotas Set 


A first-quarter export quota of 250,000 
pounds has been set for pure nickel 
powder, cast and rolled nickel anodes, 
and nickel and nickel alloy shot. This 
quota is the same as that set for these 
materials in the fourth quarter, 

Nickel-copper alloy scrap, including 
monel scrap, and copper-nickel alloy 
scrap containing 40 percent or more 
copper and 5 percent or more nickel, 
including nickel silver (German silver) 
scrap, are open-ended for the first 
quarter. Exporters of nickel-copper alloy 
scrap, therefore, no longer are required 





to submit a statement of their past 
participation in such exports in connec- 
tion with their license applications. 
In the fourth quarter, exports of 
these commodities were limited to 1 mil- 
lion and 1.5 million pounds, respectively. 


Short Supply Controls Removed 
From Aluminum Scrap 


Short-supply controls on exports of 
aluminum scrap and remelt ingots have 
been removed for the first quarter, and 
exports of these materials will be con- 
trolled for security reasons only. 


Filing Dates Set for 
Rerolling Rails 


First-quarter filing dates for rerolling 
rails weighing over 60 pounds a yard are 
January 2-February 28. Applications to 
export cast and rolled nickel anodes 
must be filed before February 1. 


Application for licenses covering the 
other materials under announcement 
may be fil@éd at any time. All other ex- 
port licensing provisions established in 
the fourth quarter for exports of ferrous 
and nonferrous materials continue un- 
changed. 


Schedule B Numbering 
System Revised 


Effective January 1, all export li- 
cense applications and shipper’s export 
declarations must show the new 5-digit 
Schedule B number for the commodity 
to be exported. 

In addition, shipper’s export declara- 
tions covering shipments made against 
export licenses issued before January 1 
must show both the old and new Sched- 
ule B numbers. 

The Schedule B numbering system 
used in classifying commodities for ex- 
port has been changed from six-digit to 
five-digit code numbers. Also, several 


Schedule B commodity classifications 
have been consolidated; a number of 
items have been moved from one com- 
modity classification to another; and 
some units of quantity have been 
changed. . 

All appropriate sections of BFC's 
Comprehensive Export Schedule—a com- 
pilation of Department of Commerce 
regulations on export licensing—have 
been revised to show the new Schedule 
B numbering system. 

These actions are published in detail 
in BFC’s Current Export Bulletin No. 
795, dated December 19. 





Japanese Steel... 

(Continued from page 25) 
steel products from 2,1755000 to 3,611,000 
metric tons in 1961. 

Demand for flat rolled products is 
growing rapidly in Japan and in Yawa- 
ta’s Southeast Asian markets. For hot 
and cold sheets an increasing proportion 
is going into motor vehicles, tinplate, 
galvanized sheets, office equipment, and 
home appliances. Rising exports of 
canned food constitute a growing de- 
mand for tinplate. There is also an in- 
creasing export demand for galvanized 
sheets in connection with construction. 
For heavy plates, major demand con- 
tinues to be shipbuilding, 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 
a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 


Name. 





Address. 
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Mail to the nearest U. $. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. $. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. En- 
close check or money order payable te the 
Superintendent of Documents. 
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